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E may, with good reafon, prefume, that 

our readers, in general, are now well 
acquainted with the nature of this work. Since, 
therefore, it is not at prefent our intention to 
make any alteration on the plan which we have 
hitherto followed, a prefatory addrefs may be 
confidered as unneceflary. We cannot, how- 
ever, begin a new volume, without returning 
thanks for the affiftance we have already received, 
and foliciting future aid. 


Although we are unqueftionably to be con- 
fidered as lefs impartial judges of the merit of 
this work than moft of our readers, yet, it may 
be prefumed, that we are neither ignorant of its 
utility, nor blind to its imperfections. Evena 
very moderate degree of induftry and judgment, 
employed in the collection and choice of inte- 
refling materials, muft render fuch a publication 

A 3 of 


4 
¥ 
an 
ry 
+ 
;% 
x. 
| 
> 
Rg 
to 
¥ 
”~ 


6 PREFAC & 


of real value to many practitioners. Yet, the 
moft indefatigable exertions from the compilers 
| themfelves, cannot poflibly give it all the value 
| | which it is capable of obtaining. The moft ufe- 


ful medical improvements will ever be the refult 
: of experience and obfervation. And, if the free 
| communication of difcoveries be neceflary for 
it the perfeétion of any art, it is particularly fo for 
; that of medicine. From the aid of others, then, 
our work muft derive its chief excellence. And . 
we cannot help thinking, that thofe who are ac- 
tuated by an earneft defire for the improvement: 
of medicine, will confider it as a duty, to take 
an early opportunity of‘ communicating to the 
public the refult of their obfervations, when they 
contradi&t doétrines generally received, or con- 
firm affertions before doubtful. 


: On this ground we have already been favoured 
with many interefting remarks, and flatter our- 
felves with the hopes of future aid. And, while 
our work continues to be fupported by valuable 
communications from others, we may venture to 
promife attention and induftry from ourfelyes. 


It cannot be imagined, that every article of a 
work of this nature will fuit the tafte of every 
reader; vet, there is no one to whom it may not 
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convey ufeful inftruétion. As long as this is the 
cafe, we have little doubt that our labours will 


continue to meet with a favourable reception 


from the public. And, although the honour of 
thofe difcoveries or improvements, a knowiedge 
of which is more generally diffufed by this pub- 
lication, be due to others, yet, we tru{t, that ¢- 


very candid reader will at leaft give us fome cre- 
dit for our intentions, 


Epin. 1ft Oct. 
1777s 
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MEDICAL 
COMMENTARIES. 


wT 


. An Account of Books. 
‘ 


I. 


Firft Lines of the Practice of Piyfic, for the ufe 
of Students in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, by 
William Cullen, M.D. Vol. 1. 8vo, Edin- 
burgh. 


N an introduction to this work, Dr Cullen ex- ; 
plains the general plan of a fyftem of phyfic ; 2 
and, on the fubjeét of the cure of difeafes, he 
obferves, that this is chiefly, and almoft unavoid- ; 
ably, founded in the knowledge of their proxi- : 
mate caufes, This requires the knowledge of 
the | 


\ wil 
| 4 


the inftitutions of medicine, of which the doce 
trines are {till incompleat, in many refpeéts doubt. 
| ful, and have been often involved in miftake and 
| | error. On this account, the Doétor acknow- 
| 


ledges, that the doctrine of proximate caufes 
mu{ft be frequently precarious and uncertain 5 
: and therefore, he propofes to admit of thofe 
Hy doétrines only, as a foundation of practice, which 
F are fimple, obvious, and certain; and, for the 
moft part, to admit, as proximate caufes, thofe 
only which are eftablifhed as matters of fact, ra- 
ther than as deductions of reafoning. When 
this cannot be done, the judicious and prudent 
phyfician will have recourfe to experience alone ; 
always, however, aware of the hitherto incom- 
plete and fallacious {fate of empiricifm. 


The work before us will probably extend to 
feveral volumes, one of which only is yet pu- 
blithed. ‘This volume is divided into two books, 
in the firft of which the author treats of fever, 
He introduces the fubject with an enumeration 
of the phenomena of fever. He takes the pa- 
roxyiin of an intermittent fever as exhibiting all 
the phenomena effentially neceflary to, and pro- 
perly conftituting the nature of fever. Thefe 
puenemena, therefore, he defcribes more mi- 


nutely 
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nutely and fully than has been done before ; but 
the detail is too long to be admitted here. 


In the fecond chapter, Dr Cullen confiders the 
proximate caufe of fever. 


As the hot ftage of fever is fo conftantly pre- 
ceded by a cold ftage, it is prefumed, that the 
latter is the caufe of the former; and therefore, 
that the caufe of the cold ftage is the caufe of 
all that follows in the courfe of a paroxyfm. In 
the cold ftage, he fuppofes, with Dr Hoffman, 
that a fpafm is formed on the extreme veffels 
every where, and that this fupports the hot ftage 
till the extreme veffels are again relaxed ; and fo 
far his explanation of the phenomena of fever 
is the fame with that of Dr Hoffman. But Dr 
Cullen adds, that the foundation of fever is laid 
in a debility of the whole fyftem, and particular- 
ly in an atony of the extreme veflels. After a 
detail of many facts, in proof of his feveral po- 
fitions and reafonings, he concludes, in the xlvi. 
paragraph, as follows. ‘ Upon the whole, our 
¢ doétrine of fever is explicitly this; the remote 
‘ caufes are certain fedative powers applied to 
¢ the nervous fyftem, which, diminifhing the 
¢ energy ai the brain, thereby produce a debi- 
lity on the whole of the functions, and parti- 

© cularly 


‘ cularly in the aétion of the extreme veffels. 
¢ Such, however, is at the fame time the nature 
© of the animal oeconomy, that this debility 
¢ proves an indirect ftimulus to the fanguiferous 
‘ fyftem; whence, by the intervention of the 
© cold ftage, and fpafm connected with it, the 
« action of the heart and larger arteries is in- 
¢ creafed, and continues fo till it has had the ef- 
¢ fe&t of reftoring the energy of the brain; of 
‘ extending this energy to the extreme vefiels;— 


he © of refloring, therefore, their action ; and there- 
|, ¢ by efpecially overcoming the fpafm affecting 
: 1) ‘ them; upon the removing of which, the ex- 
u ‘ cretion of fweat, and other marks of the re- 


¢ Jaxation of excretories, take place.’ 


The author, having declared his own, proceeds 

to examine fome other opinions that have pre- 
vailed on this fubject. He argues againft the 
fuppofition of a lentor or vifcidity of the blood 
as the caufe of the cold ftage of fevers, and, in 
this, lis conclution will be readily enough ad- 
mitted. But he proceeds toa more bo!d un- 
dertaking, which will probably meet with more 
ee oppofition. He rejeéts the opinion of a morbi- 
fic matter, fo far as it is the foundation of the 
common dottrine of concoction and crifis. A- 
nother 
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* nother opinion,’ fays the Doctor, * which has 


¢ 


¢ 


been very univerfally received is, that a noxi- 
ous. matter introduced into, or generated in 
the body, is the proximate caufe of fever ; and 
the increafed action of the heart and arteries, 
which makes fo great a part of the difeafe, is 


an effort of the vis medicatrix naturae, to ex- 


pell this morbific mattter, and particularly to 
change or concoé it, fo-as to render it either 


altogether inrfocent, or, at leaft, fit for being 
thrown out of the body. This doctrine, how- 


ever, although of as great antiquity as any of 
the records of phyfic now remaining, and al- 
though it has been received by every fchool of 
medicine, yet appears to me to relt upona 
very uncertain foundation. There are fevers 


produced by cold, fear, and other caufes, with 


all the effential circumftances of fever, and ter- 


_minating by {weat ; and yet, at the fame time, 


without any evidence or fufpicion of morbifie 
matter. ‘There have been fevers fuddenly 
cured by an haemorrhagy, fo moderate as can- 


Not carry out a matter diffufed over the whole 


mafs of blood; nor can we conceive how the 
morbific matter could be colleéted, or deter- 
mined to pafs off, by {uch an outlet as in that 


cafe 


Z 
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‘ 
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cafe is opened. Even fuppofing a morbific 
matter were prefent, there is no explanation 
given in what manner the concottion of it is 
performed, nor is it fhewn that any fuch change 
does in fact take place. In certain cafes, it is 
indeed evident, that a noxious matter is intro- 


duced into the body, and proves the caufe of 


fever ; but, even in thefe cafes, it appears, that 
the noxious matter is thrown out again with- 
out having fuffered any change ; that the fever 
often terminates before the matter is expelled ; 
and that, upon many occafions, without wait- 
ing the fuppofed time of concoétion, the fever 
can be cured, and by remedies which do not 
feem to operate upon the fluids, or produce 
any evacuation. While we thus reafon againft 
the notion of fevers being an effort of nature 
for concocting and expelling a morbific matter, 
we by no means intend to refufe, that the caufe 
of fever frequently operates upon the fluids, 
and particularly produces a putrefcent ftate of 
them. We acknowledge that this is frequent- 
ly the cafe ; but, at the fame time, we maintain, 
that fuch a change of the fluids is not com- 
monly the caufe of fever; that very often it is 
an effect only ; and that there is no reafon to 

‘ believe 
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‘ believe the termination of the fever to depend 
¢ upon the expulfion of the putrid matter.’ 


A third opinion, pretty generally prevailing, 
the Door alfo takes notice of. An unufual quan- 
tity, and perhaps peculiar quality of the bile, has 
been confidered as the caufe of intermittent fe- 
vers. -Doétor Cullen obferves, that the circume 
{tances of the cold ftage of fever favour an in- 
creafed fecretion of bile; that the influence of 
warm climates and feafons, difpofes the bile to pafs 
off in unufual quantity by its fecretories, and per- 
haps changed in its quality, as appears from the 
difeafe of cholera, common in warm feafons, and 
which frequently occurs without fever. He 
thinks that he will render it fufficiently probable, 
that intermittents arife from another caufe, viz. 
marfh effluvia. The marfh effluvia commonly 
operate moft powerfully in the fame feafon that 
produces the change of the bile. It is not, there- 
fore, furprifing, that autumnal intermittents 
fhould be attended with effufions of bile. From 
all this, he concludes, that bile is not the caufe 
of intermittent fevers, but a circumftance only 
concurring with them from the ftate of the feafon 
in which they arife. 
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In the third chapter, Dr Cullen treats of the 
difference of fever, and its caufes. 


In entering on this fubje&, Dr Cullen remarks, 
that every fever, of more than one day’s conti- 
nuance, confifts of repeated paroxy{ms; and that 
the difference of fever appears in the different 
{tate of paroxyfms, and in the different circum- 
ftances of their repetition. He farther remarks, 
that the repetition of paroxyf{ms depends upon 
| the circumi{tances of paroxyfins already formed ; 
ii) for, it had been formerly obferved, in defcribing. 
| the phenomena of fever, that the longer paro- 

| xyfms are protracted, they are-the fooner re- 
ae peated ; and, therefore, the caufe of the frequent 
repetition is to be fought for in the caufe-of the 
protraction of paroxyf{ms. The length of .a pa- 
Ay roxy{m depends chiefly on the duration of the 
| hot ftage; during which, the re-aétion, the term 
which the Doétor employs for the vis medicatrix 
naturae, is operating to take off the fpafm formed 


in the cold flage. It is, therefore, probable, 
that the duration of the hot ftage is owing either 
to the obftinacy of the fpafm, or to the weaknefs 


of reaction. One caufe of the obftinacy of fpafm, 
isa diathefis pilogiflica prevailing in the body; 
anc, as continued fevers are in many cafes at- 
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tended with the diathefis phlogiftica, it is con- 


cluded, that, in many cafes, this is the caufe of 
their continued form. 


In many fevers, however, where no caufe of 
confiderable fpafm appears, Doctor Cullen imputes 
the protraction of paroxyfms to the weaknefs of 
re-action ; becaufe, in fevers, wherein the fepa- 
rate paroxyfms are the moft protracted, and the 
moft difficultly obferved, we find the moft confi- 
derable fymptoms of a general debility. Thefe 
principles apply to the diftinétion of intermit- 
tents, as they are more purely fuch; and Doctor 


Cullen thinks it alfo agreeable to obfervation, | 


and to the principles he has laid down, to diftin- 
guifh continued fevers, according as they fhow 
either an inflammatory irritation, or a weaker 
re-action, This diftinétion ts the fame with that 
of fevers into the inflammatory and nervous, the 
diftinction at prefent moft generally received in 
Great Britain. To the firft, our author gives the 
name ot /ynocha, to the latter, that of typhus. 
But, as the moft common form of continued fe- 
ver, in this climate, feems to be a combination 
of the two genera mentioned, he has given fuch 
a genus a piace in his Nofology, under the title 
of fynochus. 
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The typhus feems to be a genus comprehens 
ding f{everal {pecies. ‘Thefe, however, are not 
weil afcertained ; and many of the cafes obferved 
do not imply any fpecific difference, but feem to 
be merely varieties arifing from a different de- 
gree of power in the caufe; from different cir- 
cumftances of the climate or feafon in which 
they happen; or, from different circumftances 
in the conftitution of the perfon affected. 


Some of the effects arifing from thefe circum- 
fances, Cullen thinks proper to explain. 


One is, an unufual quantity of bile appearing 
in the courfe of the difeafe. ‘his abundance of 
bile may poflibly attend fome continucd fevers, 
ftriét-y fo called 5 but, in this cafe, as in that of 
intermittents, the Doctor confiders it as a coin- 
cidence on'y, owing to the ftate of the feafon, 
producing no different fpecies, or fundamental 
diftinction, but merely a varity of the difeafe. 
Another circumftance varying the appearance of 
typhus, 1s a putietcent (tate of the fluids. Fevers 
have been d:tiing:fhed both by the antients 
and moderns, os putrid and nen-putrid; and, 
there 1s no court, that a real putreicency of the 
cocs teke piace m fevers. “Thts putrefcen- 
cy, however, olien attcncs intcrinittents, as well 
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as continued fevers ; and, of the continued kind, 
both the fynochus and typhus, and all of them 
in very different degrees; fo that whatever at- 
tention it may deferve in practice, there is no 
fixing fuch limits to it, as to admit of eftablifhing 
a f{pecics under the title of putrid. 


Doétor Cullen, in the fourth chapter, proceeds 
to confider the remote caufes of fever. 


As fevers are fo generally epidemic, it is pro- 
bable, that fome matter floating in the atmo- 
fphere, and applied to the bodies of men, ought 
to be confidered as the remote caufe of fevers. 
‘Thefe matters, prefent in the atmofphere, and 
acting upon men, may be confidered either ag 
miafmata or contagions. From the many obfer- 
vations now made, there is no doubt of the m1- 
afma arifing from marfhes, or moift ground, 
acted upon by heat, being a general caufe of 
fever, nor of its being very univerfa!ly the caufe 
of intermittent fevers in all their different forms. 
The fimilarity of the climate, feafon, and foil, in 
which intermittents arife, and the fimilarity of 


difeafes arifing in different regions, concur in 


proving, that there is one common caufe of thele 
difcales, and that this is the marfh miafina. Con- 
tacions have been fuppoted to be of great varicty. 
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But Door Cullen is difpofed to controvert this 
opinion. He obferves, that the number of ge- 
nera, and fpecies of contagious difeafes, of the 
clals pvrexiae, at prefent known, is not very great; 
and, with refoect to continued fevers, he thinks 
he can render it probable, that there 1s one 
prircipal, perhaps one common fource, of the 
contagion producing them. ‘To this purpofe, he 
obferves, that effluvia, arifing from the living hu- 
man body, long retained in the fame place, ac- 
quire a fingular virulence, and, in that flate, ap- 
plied to the bodies of men, become the caufe 
of afever which is very contagious. ‘The late 
obfervations on jail and hofpital fevers, fufficient- 
ly prove the exiftence of fuch a caufe ; and, it is 
lufficiently obvious, that the fame virulent matter 
unay be produced in many other places. At the 
fame time, the nature of the fevers arifing, ren- 
ders it probabie, that the viruient ftate of huinan 
effiuvia is the common caufe of fuch fevers, as 
they dificr only in the ftate of their fymptoims, 
which inay be imputed to the circumnftances of 
Scafon, clunate, &c. concurring with the conta- 
unc modifying its Jorce. After thus men- 
coming mialinata anu contagion as the chief, he 
woleryes, that there are other remote caufes com- 
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tonly fuppofed to have at leaft a fhare in pro- 
ducing fevers, and which cannot, with certainty, 
be excluded. The moft remarkable of thefe, is 
the power of cold applied to the human body. 
Cold operates upon tie living body ditferentiy, 
in different circuinftances. It nas a icdative, a 
ftimulant, an aftringent, and tonic power. In 
what circumftances thefe different powers of 
cold take place, it is difficult to determine. but 
its morbid effects may be obferved to be of 
four kinds; one is a general inflammatory dia- 
thefis of the fyftem; a fecond is a catarrhal at- 
fection; a third is gangrene; and a fourth is 
proper fever. In producing this laft, the opera- 
tion of cold generally concurs with marfh, or hu- 
man effluvia. 


Befides cold, there are other powers which 
feem to be the remote caufes of fever, as fear, 
intemperance in drinking, and in venery, and o- 
ther caufes which evidentiy weaken the fyftem. 
But, whether any of thefe fedative powers be a- 
lone the remote caufe of fever, or if they ope- 
rate, either as they concur with the operation of 


marth or human eflluvia, or as they give an op- 


portunity to the operation of cold, are queft:ons 
not to be pofitively anfwered. | 
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In the fifth chapter, Doétor Cullen delivers 
the prognofis of fever. As fevers confift both 
of morbid and falutary motions and fymptoms, 
the tendency of the difeafe to a happy or fatal 
iffue, or the prognoftic in fevers, has been efta- 
blifhed by marking the prevalence of thofe mo- 
tions and fymptoms. But the operation of the 
re-action, or falutary efforts of nature, is ftill in- 
volved in fo much obfcurity, that it cannot be 
applied to the forming prognoftics. Thefe, our 
author thinks, may be better eftablifhed, by 
marking the fymptoms which fhew the tenden- 
cy to death in fevers. In order to this, we mutt 
be acquainted with the caufes of death in gene- 
ral, and in fevers more particularly. ‘The caufes 
of death, in general, are either direct or indirect. 
The firft are thote which direétly attack and de- 
{troy the vital principle, as lodged in the nervous 
fyftem, or deftroy the organs immediately con- 
nected with it. ‘The fecond are thofe which in- 
terrupt fuch functions as are neceflary to the cir- 
culation of the blood, and thereby neceffary to 
the due continuance and fupport of the vital 
principle. Of the general caufes, thofe which 
operate more particularly in fevers, feem to be, 
firft, the violence of reaétion, which, either by 
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repeated violent exc'tements, deftroys the vital 
principle itfelf, or, by its: violence, the orga:i- 
zation of the brain, neceflury to the action of the 
vital principle ; or, by the faine violence, de 
{troys the organization of the parts more imine. 
diately neceflary to the circu‘ation of the biood. 
Secondly, The caufz of death in fever may bea 
poifon, that is, a power capable of deftroying the 
vital principle. This poifon may either be the 
miafma or contagion, which was the remoté 
caufe of the fever, or it may be a putrid matter 
generated inthe courfe of the fever. In both 
cafes, the operation of fuch a power appears, 
either as acting chiefly on the nervous fyitem, 
inducing the fymptoms of debility, or as acting 
upon the mafs of blood inducing a putrefcent 
{tate in it, and in the fluids derived from it. 


From all this, our author thinks the fymp- 
toms, fh wing the tendency to death in fevers, 
may be difcovered, by their being either the 
iymptoms of violent re-action, of great debility, 


or of a flrong tendency to putretaction in the 
fluids. 


On the fubje&t of the prognoftic, Doctor 
Cullen takes notice of the critical days, and 1s 
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of opinion, in oppofition to many moderns of ng 
inconfiderable authority, that the doétrine of the 
antients, and particularly that of Hippocrates, 
on this fubjeét, was well founded ; and that it is 
juft and true, with refpect to the fevers of our 
climate ; fir/?, becaufe he obferves, that the ani- 
mal oeconomy is readily fubjected to periodical 
movements, both from its own conttitution, and 
from habits which are readily produced in it. 
Secondly, Becaufe he obferves periodical move- 
ments to take place in the difeafes of the human 
body, with great conftancy and exactnefs, as in 


the cafe of intermittent fcvers, and many other 
difeafes. 


The critical days, on which he fuppofes the 
termination of continued fevers more efpeciall 
to happen, are the third, fifth, feventh, ninth, 
eleventh, fourteenth, feventeenth, and twentieth. 
After endeavouring to fupport thele as the criti- 
cal days marked by Hippocrates, and to explain 
them upon the princ:pe of the tendency of the 
oeconomy to obferve a periodical n:ovement, 
and the prevalence of the tertian and quartan 
period in fevers, he adds his own obfervations, 
with regard to them, in the following words, 
* Our own obfervations amount to this, that fe- 
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vers with moderate fymptoms, generally cafea 


‘ of the fynocha, frequently terminate in niné 


days, or fooner, and very conftantly on one of 
other of the critical days that fall within that 
period ; but it is very rare in this climate, that 
cafes of either the typhus or fynochus, termi- 
nate before the eleventh day; and, when they 
do terminate on this day, it isy for the molt party 
fatally. When they are protracted beyond 
this time, I have very conftantly found, that 
their terminations were upon the fourteenths 
feventeenth, or twentieth day. In fuch cafess 
the falutary terminations are feldom attended 
with any confiderable evacuation. A fweat= 
ing frequently appears, but is feldom confides 
rable ; and I have feldom feen critical ahd de> 
cifive terminations attended with vomiting, ¢* 
vacuations by ftool, or remarkable changes if 
the urine. ‘Lhe folution of the difeafe is chief 
ly to be difcerned from fome return of fleep 
and appetite, the ceafing of delirium, and an 
abatement in the frequency of the pufe, By 
thefe fymptoms, we can often mark a crifis of 
the dif afe; but it fcldom happens fuddenly and 
entire.y ; and, it is moft commonly from fomé 
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© favourable fymptoms on one critical day, that 


6 we can anounce a more intire folution on the 
¢ next following.’ 


In the fixth chapter, Doctor Cullen enters up. 
on the cure of fevers; and, in the firft fetion, 
he delivers the cure of continued fevers. Agree- 
ably to the doétrine laid down on the fubjeét of 


the prognoftic, our author forms three general 
indications. 


1/?, To moderate the violence of reaction. 
2d, To remove the caufes, and obviate the ef- 
fects of debility. 


3d, To obviate or correct the tendency of the 
fluids to putrefaction. 


The remedies propofed for fulfilling thefe in. 
dications, and the accurate arrangement of them, 
will be beft learned from the following table, 
which we tranfcribe from the work itfelf. 


In the Cure of CONTINUED FEVERS, 


The InpicaTIONS are, 


I. To moderate the violence of re-aétion, which may be 
done, by 

1, Diminifhing the action of the heart and arteries, by 

A. Avoid- 
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A. Avoiding or moderating thofe irritations whiclt 
are almoft conftantly applied to the body, as, 
a. The impreffions made upon our fenfes, parti» 


cularly, 

«. Increafed heat, whether arifing from 
we. External heat, or, | — 
68. The accumulation of the heat- of the 
| body. 


b. The exercife of the body, 
c, The exercife of the mind, 
d. The taking in of aliments, 
e. Particular irritations, arifing from 
The fenfe of thirft, 
s. Crudities, or corrupted humours in the fo» 
mach, 
y. The preternatural retention of foeces, 
d. A general acrimony of the fluids, 
B. Employing certain fedative powers, as 
a. Cold, 
b. Refrigerants, the chief of which are; 
«. Acids of all kinds, 
g. Neutral falts, 
Metallic falts. 
C. Diminifhing the tenfion and tone of the arterial 
fyftem, by 
a. Blood-letting, 
b. Purging. 
4. Taking off the fpafm of the extreme veffels, by 
A. Internal means, which are 
a. Thofe 
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a. Thofe remedies which determine to the furtace, 
as, 
«. Diluents, 
8. Neutral falts, 
Sudorifics, 
Emetics. 
b. Thofe remedies named Antifpafmodics, 


B. External means, as ie 
a. Bliftering, 
| b. Warm bathing. ¥ 


{I. To remove the caufes, or obviate the effects of debi- 
lity, by 
1. Supporting and encreafing the action of the heart 
and arteries, by 
A. Tonics, as 
a, Cold, 
b. Tonic medicines, which are either | 
| «. Foffil, as 
| ee, Saccharum faturni, &c. or, 
| Vegetable, as, 


ax. Peruvian bark. 
B. Stimulants, as, 

| a. Aromatics, &c. 

b. Wine. 


EII. To obviate or correé&t the tendency of the fluids to 
putrefaction, by | 
r. Avoiding the application of putrid or putrefcent 
matter, by 


A: Re- 
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A. Removing the patient from places filled with 
corrupted air, 
B. Avoiding the accumulation of the patient’s owh 
effuvia, by 
a, Aconftant ventilation, 
b. Frequently changing the bed-cloaths and body- 
linen. 
C. Removing carefully and fpeedily all excremen- 
tal matters, 
D. Avoiding animal food. 
2. Evacuating the putrid or putrefcent matter already 
prefent in the body, by 
A. Evacuating frequently the inteftines, 
B. Supporting the excretions of perfpiration and 
urine, by 
a. Diluents, 
b. Neutral falts. 
3. Correcting the putrid or putrefcent matter remain. 
ing in the body, by 
A. Diluenrs, 
B. Ant'feptics. 
4. Refiiting farther putrefaction, or obviating its ef- 
fi dts, by 
Supporting the tone of the veffels, by 


Tonic remedies. 


5. Moderating tne violence of re-action, as in II. A, 


coufidered as a means of increafing putrctac- 


tion, asinI, C. 


The 
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MEDICAL 


The novelty, the ingenuity, and chaftenefs of 
thought difplayed in our author’s account of 
fome of thefe particular means of cure, will be 
a fufficient apology for our enlarging upon fome 
of them. 


I.1..A. Avoiding or moderating, as much as 
poffible, thofe rrritations which are almoft conftant- 
by applied to the body, namely, the impreffions made 

etpon our fenfes, the exercife of the body and mind, 
and the taking in of aliment. 


In avoiding or moderating thefe, confifts what 
1s properly called the antiphisgiflic regimen, proper 
to be employed in almoft every continued fever. 
Oi the impreflions made upon the fenles, none 
#s ta be more carefully guarded againft than that 
of external heat; and every other means of in- 
creafing the heat of the body is to be carefully 
thunned, except in circumftances where a deter- 
mination to fweating is neceflary, or where the 
efiects of heat may be compenfated by their pro- 


ap. 
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ducing a relaxation and revulfion. 


With refpect to avoiding impreflions of all 
kinds, he fays, an exception is to be made only 


in the cafe of a delirium coming on, when the 
prefenting of accuftemed obj cts may interrupt 
and 
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and divert the irregular train of ideas then arifing 
inthe mind. 


The prefence of recent aliment in the ftomach 
is always a ftimulus to the fyftem. A total ab- 
ftinence, therefore, from food, for fome time, 
may be of fervice ; but, as this cannot he long 
perfifted in with fafety, we muft choofe aliment 
which gives the leait ftimulus. Doétor Cullen 
imagines, that alimentary matters are more fti- 


‘mulant, according as they are more alkalefcent ; 


and this leads to avoid all animal, and to ufe on. 
ly vegetable food. 


Befides thefe irritations, there are other ftimu. 
lant powers, which, though occafional only, yet, 
as they commonly accompany fevers, mutt be at- 
tended to. 


A fenfe of thirft, a powerful ftimulus in one 
way or other, ought always to be avoided. 


Crudities, or corrupted humours in the fto- 
mach, give another ftimulus, which is to be re- 
moved by vomiting, dilution, or the ufe of acids. 


A third ftimulus frequently arifes from the 
preternatural retention foeces; thele are to be 
removed by means of Jaxative glylters. A fourth 


‘{timulus, to be contiantly fufpeéted in fevers, is 


a ge- 
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a general acrimony of the fluids, as produced by - 
an increafe of motion and heat, joined with an 
gnterruption of the excretions. This acrimony 

3s to be obviated or removed by the taking in of 
large quantitics of mild antifeptic liquors. 


1.1. B. a. The application of cold. Whenthe 
generating power of heat in the fyftem is increa. 
fed, as is commonly the cafe in fevers, it is necef- 
fary not only to avoid all farther means of in- 
creating it, but it feems proper alfo to apply air 
of acooler temperature, or at leaft to apply it 
| ynore entirely and freely than in a {tate of health, 
1 Some late experiments in the fimall pox, and in 
centinued fevers, fhow, that the free admiffion of 
cool air to the body, is a powerful remedy in 
yoderating the violence of re-action; but what 
3g the mode of its operation, to what circum. 
ftances of fever it is peculiarly adapted, or what 
; " | limitations it requires, Dr Cullen does not ven- 


~ 


ture to determine, 


1. 1. C. a. Blood-letting. When the violence 
of re-action, and a phlogiftic diathefis, are fuffi- 


ciently evident; when thcfe conflitute the prin- 

cipal part of the difeafe, and may be expected ta 

£ continue through the whole of it, as in the cafes 
4 of fynocha, then blood-letting is the principal 
remedy, 
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remedy, and may be employed as far as the con- 
ftitution of the patient will bear, and the fymp- 
toms of the difeafe may feem to require. It is, 
however, to be attended to, that a greater eva- 
cuation than is neceflary, may occafion a flower 
recovery, may render the patient more liable to 
a rclapfe, or may bring on other difeafes. 

There are other cafes of fever, as the fyno- 
chus, and even fome cafes of typhus, in whici 
a violent re-action and phlogiltic diathefis apsear, 
and prevail during fome part of the courfe of 
the difeafe ; while, at the fame timie, thefe cir- 
cumftances do not conftitute the principa! part of 
the difeafe, nor are to be expected to continue 
during the whole courfe of it; and we know, 
that, in many cafes, the ftate of violent re-action 
is to be fucceeded, fooner or tater, by a flate of 
debility, from the exceis of which, the danger of 
the difeafe is chiefly to arife, It is therefore ne- 
ceflary, that, in many cafes, blood-letting fhould 
be avoided ; and even although, during the in- 
flammaiory ftate of the difeafe, it may be pro- 
per, the evacuation fhould not be fo large as to 
increafe the-ftate of debility which is to follow. 


The employing, therefore, of bioa.!-letting, in 


certain fevers, requires much dilcernment and 
Vor. V. No, 17. fill, 
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fkill, and is to be governed by the confideration 
of the following circumftances, 


| i. The nature of the prevailing epidemic. 
il 2. ‘he nature of the remote caufe. 


Th | 3. ‘The feafon and climate in which the difeafe 
| occurs. 

ay 4. The degree of phlogiftic diathefis prefent. 
5. Lhe period of the difeafe. 


M4 6. The age, vigour, and plethoric ftate of the 
patient. 

f i 7. The patient’s former difeafes, and habits of 

| lood-letting. 

i | 8. The appearance of the blood drawn out. 
te. 9. The cilects of the biood-letting, that may 
have been already practifed. 

ii | 1.1.C.b. Purging, It is obvious, that a 
a very great evacuation can be made by purging. 
| ‘ Out, it is to be obferved, that, as the fluid drawn 
from the cxcrctorics opening into the inteftines 


is not al drawa immediately from the arteries, 


and whatis even more im» ediately drawn from 


thefe is draewa of flowly, fo the evacuation will 
hot, in preport.on to its quantity, occafion fuch 
afudden depiction of the red veflcls, as blood- 
tettine docs; aud, therefore, cannoi operate fo 
powerfully in taking off the phlogillic ciatacfis of 
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the fyftem. At the fame time, the evacuation 


4 may induce a confiderable degree of debility ; 


and therefore, in cafes where a dangerous degree 
of debility is likely to occur, purging is to be em- 
ployed with a great deal of cauticn, and this 
caution is more difficult to otfe:ve than in the 
cafe of blood-letting. Further, as it is of great 
importance, in the cure of fevers, to reftore the 
determination of the blood to the veffels on the 


furface of the body, fo purging, as counteracting 
this determination, feems to be an evacuation not 


well adapted to the cure of fevers. If, notwith- 
ftanding thefe doubts, and if, upon occafion, a 
inoderate evacuation, by purging, has appeared 
ufeful, Doctor Cuilen alledges, that it has only 
proved fo, by taking off the irritation of retained 
foeces, or by evacuating corrupted hu:nours 
which happen to be prefent in the inteftines. 
And, for both thefe purpofes, he thinks frequent 
laxatives may be properly employed. 


I, 2. A. a. y. Sudorifics. On this fubject, 
Doétor Cullen enters fuily into the queftion con- 
cerning the propriety of fweating in fevers, 

After mentioning the arguments which may 
be employed on either fide of the queftion, and 
marking particularly the abufes which had enter- 

C2 cd 
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ed into the practice of {weating, he gives this 
conclufion. 


Though the-doubts ftarted above may be ad- 
mitted, and the miftaken practices are certainly 
to be rejected, it {till remains true, 


ft, That fweating has certainly been found 
ufeful in preventing the acceflion of fevers, when 
the times of it have been certainly forefeen, and 
a proper conduct employed. 


ed, That, even after fevers have, in fome mea- 
jure, co:ne on, fweating has interrupted their pro- 
grefs, when proper!y employed, either at the very 
beginning of the difeafe, or during its approach 
and gradual formation. 


3d, That, even after pyrexiae have continued 
for fome time, fweating has been fuccefsfully 


employed in curing them, as in the cafe of rheu- 
matifim. 


Thefe inftances, however, in favour of {weat- 
ing, give no general rule with regard to it. 
This muit be left to further experience. In the 
time, if the practice of {weating 1s to be at- 
tempted, Doctor Cullen lays down the following 
rules with regard to it. 1. That it fhould be 
excited without the uc of ftimulant, or infain- 

mato: 
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matory medicines. 2. That it fhouid be excited 
with as little external heat, and with as little 
increafed heat of the body, as poflible. 3. That, 
when excited, it fhould be continued for a due 
length of time, not lefs than twelve hours, and 


~. fometimes for twenty-four, or forty-eight Lours ; 


- always, however, fuppofing, that it proceeds with- 
out increafed external heat, or increafed heat of 
the body. 4. That, for fome part of the time, 
and as long as the perion can eafily bear, it fhould 
be carried on without admitting fleep. 5. That 
it fhould be rendered univerfal over the body, 
and therefore, particularly, that care be taken to 
bring the fweating to the lower extremities. 
6. ‘That the practice fhould be rendered fafer by 
moderate purging excited at the fame time. 
7 Vhat it fhould not be fuddenly checked by 
cold any how applied to the body. 


When attention is given to thefe rules, the 
{weating may be excited, 1. By warm bathing, 
or a fumentation of the lower extremities. 2. By 
ircquent craughts of tepid liquors, chiefly water, 
or this rendered more grateful by the addition 
of a light aromatic, or more powerful by that of 
a {mail quantity of wine. 3. By giving fome 
defes of neutral falts. 4. Moit effectually, and 
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perhaps moft fafely, by a large dofe of an opiate, 


joined with a portion of neutral falts, and of an 
emetic. 


I. 2. A. a. Emetics. The ufe of thefe has 


now become frequent in practice; and here Doc- 
tor Cullen gives a peculiar” explanation of their 
operation and effects. After confidering the 
many and various effects of vomiting, he con- 
fines hirsfelf here, to confider that effect only of 
its determining to the furface of the body. This 
effect hc imputes to the particular operation of e- 
metics upon the mufcular fibres of the ftomach, 
whereby they excite the action of the extreme 
arteries on the furface of the body. For this 
purpofe, emetics are adminiftered, either with a 


view to full vomiting, or in fuch dofes as to ex- 
cite ficknefs and naufea only. It is feldom that 


fui! vomiting is found to produce a final folution 
of fevers; and, at the fame time, the operation 
of tull vomiting is tranfitory, and often proves a 
debilitating power. For thefe reafons, when fe- 
vers are fully formed, phyficians admmnifter eme- 
tics in naufeating Cofes ouly. In this way, they 
excite the action of the extreme veffels ; their o- 
peration is more permanent, and rendered more 
tafe, by their commonly producing fome evacua- 
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tion by ftool. With refpeét to the choice, he ob- 


ferves, the emetics at prefent employed are, ipe- 
cacuanha and antimony. ‘The firft, given even 
in fall dofes, is more liable to excite vomiting ; 
and there is reafon to fufpect, that its effects are 
lefs permanent, and lefs powerfuily communicated 
from the ftomach to the reft of the fyftem, than 


thofe of antimony. 


Of the various preparations of Antimony, 
Doétor Cullen thinks it fufficient to take notice 
of the calx antimonii nitrata, and the tartar e- 
metic of the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia. The for- 
mer, we believe, he confiders as the fame with 
the celebrated James’s powder ; and, from fe- 
veral confiderations, he is inclined to give the 
preference to tne latter. The time of the accef- 
fion, or a little before it, is the moft proper for 
exhibiting thefe antimonials, when it can be 
certainly known. ‘The adminiftration of the 
calx nitrata, confifts in giving as much as is 
thought a proper dofe at once, and no more till 
the next accellion. ‘Tartar emetic is to be given 
in fmall doics, not fufhicient to excite vomiting ; 
and thefe dofes are to be repeated after fhort in- 
tervals, for feveral times, till ficknefs, naufca, 
and fome, but not much, vomiting come on. With 

C4 refpec. 
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refpe& to both, the repetition is to be made at 
the times of acceflion, but not very often ; for, if 
the firft exhibitions, duly managed, have little 
effect, it is feldom that the after-exhibitions have 
much; and it fometimes happens, that the re- 
peated vomiting, and efpecially repeated purging, 
do harm, by weakening the patient. 


I.2 B.a. Biiffers. On the fubjeé of blifters, 
Doétor Cullen rejects the opinion of their acting, 
by inducing a change on the confifience of the — 
mafs of blood. He alfo refufes the notion of 
their operation, in any confiderable degree, as 


ftimulants and evacuants. ‘The evacuation, how- 
ever, produced by blifters, although it does not 


aflect the fyitem in general, is fo confiderable as 
to affect the neighbouring veficls ; and the ma- 
nifeit utility of biiftering near the part affected, 
in inflammatory d fcales, leads us to think, that 
Liiflering, by deriving to the fkin, and producing 
an ¢flufion there, relaxes the fpafm of the deeper 
fcuted velicis. Analogous to dis, Doctor Culien 
is ci opinion, thatthe good cf.ct of bliftering 
in continued fevers, arifes {rom its relaxing the 
{palin of the cxtreine veffels, by a communica. 
von of the Lhilered part with the reft of the fkin; 

ne cbferves, is nluftrated by the effect 
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of bliftering in cholic and dyfentery. Our au- 
thor imagines, that /inapifms, and rubefacientia, 
from their effe&t in rheumatifm, act in a manner 
analogous to what he has fuppofed of bliftering. 


I. 2. B. b. Warm Bathing. The prattice of 
warm bathing in fevers, was frequently ufed by 
the antients, but has been, till very lately, ne- 
glected by modern phyficians. It feems to be a 
fafe {timulus, and well fuited to take off the fpafm 
affe€ting the extreme veffels. Doétor Cullen, 
from much experience, has learned, that moft of 
the purpofes of warm bathing can be obtained 
by fomenting the legs and feet, if properly ad- 
miniftered, and continued for a due length of 
time, not lefs than an hour. The marks of the 
good effeéts of fuch a fomentation are, the pa- 
tient’s bearing it eafily, its relieving delirium, 
and inducing fleep. 

In the o:her parts of the method of cure, there 
is nothing very new; and the merit of it confifts 
in the arrangement and full enumeration. On 
the fubject of Peruvian bark, Doctor Cullen re- 
jects the notion of fpecific power, and refers its 
operation entirely to its tonic power in obviating 
debility. 

Tn 
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In the cure of intermittents, which occupies 
the fecond fection of this chapter, the various 
remedies are more fully enumerated than elfe- 
where. Here the Dodtor brings a {trong proof, 
that the bark aéts by its tonic power, as fo many 
other tonics aniwer the fame purpofe. Thefe 
other tonics are enumerated in this order; 


r. Ailringents alone. 

2. Bitters alone. 

3. Altringents and bitters conjoined. 

4. Aftringents aad aromatics conjoined. 
5. Certain metaliic tonics; and, 


Laftly, Opiates. 


From this analogy, Dottor Cullen draws a 
particular proof of his doétrine, that a {tate of 
debility and atony is the fundamental circum- 
itance in fevers. 


We fhail conclude our account of this part 
of the volume before us, with a quotation from 
the preface ; in which, Doctor Cullen, with all 
the candour and modefty which accompany true 
learning, exprefles much diffidence on entering 
upon an undertaking of this kind; and informs 
us, that his duty as a profeflor, and the impofh- 
bility of confining his publication to the hands 
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of thofe who hear his lectures, have laid him un- 
der the neceflity of offering his book to the pu- 
blic in its prefent form. ‘ At the fame timc,” 
fays he, ‘ I cannot offer it, without requeiting, 
¢ that, in judging of a work, from its very na- 
¢ ture concife, the learned will proceed with re- 
¢ ferve, and will not condemn my ofinions, till 
* they be certain that they fully comprehend my 
‘ meaning, and fhall be acquainted with the 
© proofs I can adduce to confirm my doétrines.” 


IT. 


Differtatio Medica de Rabie Canina, auctore Jo. 
anne Heyfham. 8vo, Edinburgi. 


HE dreadful diftemper which is the fubject of 

this diflertation, has hitherto baffled the fkill 

of the moft eminent practitioners in almoft every 
inftance. A fafe and efficacious remedy for this af- 
fection, muft thercfore be confidered as a moft va- 
luable difcovery. Such a remedy, the author of the 
prefent publication thinks he has here been able to 
communicate to the public. And, although his opi- 


nionr, 


= 


nion remains yet to be confirmed by the teft of 
future experience, yet, fuch evidence is adduced 
in fupport of it, that it well merits a trial. 


The author introduces his fubject by fome ju- 
dicious {tridiures on the definitions which have 
been given of this affection by the belt nofologi- 
cal writers. After this, he defines rabics canina 
in the following manner. An-averfion and hor- 
yor at liquids, as exciting a paintul convulfion of 
the pharynx occurring at an indeterinined period, 
after the canine virus has been received into the 
fyftem. Having thus charatterifed the affection 
of which he propofes ‘to treat, he enumerates, at 


confiderable length, the different fymptoms which 
attend this difeafe, as occurring, both among 
the canine tribe, and with the human fpecies, 
D ff ions, he obferves, even by the moft in- 
duitrious anatomifts, Morgagni, Bonetus, and o- 
thers, have thrown no light on the nature or 
caufe of this difeafe. In fome inftances, a flight 
degree of inflammation has been obferved on the 
fauces, and fuperior parts of the pharynx and 
larynx. But, in others, thefe have been entirely 
wanting. From which, he concludes, that fuch 


emocarances are to be confidered, rather as the 


effect 
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effe& than the caufe of the moft alarming fymp- 
toms. 


As he maintains that this difeafe never takes 
its origin from the human race, fo he concludes, 
that there are no caufes which can, with them, 
be confidered as giving predifpofition to it. Hae 
enu:nerates, as the chief caufes which have been 
fuppofed to operate, as inducing it with the ca- 
nine tribe, great heat, putrid aliment, want of 
w:ter, worms jodged in different cavities or vif 
cera, and, /a/?/y, a worm under the tongue. 


To the fuppofition of its being induced by 
heat, ie urges as an objection, that the difcafe 
is totally unknown in South America. He ree 
marks, that putrid aliment, to a very great ex- 
tent, is often taken by dogs without inconveni- 
ence; and that, with little probability, it is af. 
figned as a caufe of madnefs, fince, in this ftate, 
it feems to be molt agreeable to them. Refpec- 
ting the want of watcr, he obferves, that the 
difcafe has been found to originate with dogs 
plentifully fupplied with it, while it has not taken 
place with others long deprived of it. He cone 
fiders the {uppofition of worms in different cavi- 
tics producing the affection, to be even deftitute 
of probable evidence, ‘Lhe fuppofition of a worm 


being 


> 


being lodged under the tongue of the dog, is at 
leaft as old as the days of Pliny. Later diffec« 
tions, however, particularly thofe of Dodor 
Brodie, ferve to demonftrate, that what was fup- 
pofed to be a worm, is, in reality, a gland. And, 
on this fuppofition, it has been imagined, that 
there may be fome truth in the common opini- 
on, that, if a dog deprived of this fubftance un- 
der the tongue, becomes mad, he is incapable of 
communicating the difeafe. This, it has been 
faid, may depend on that gland being neceflary 
for the feparation of the poifon at the mouth. 
But, although Doctor Heyfham neither adopts 
this theory, nor confiders the practice of re- 
moving this fubftance as one that is by any 

neans to be neglected, yet he concludes, that it 
can never be confidered as the caule of the dif- 
eale, fince numberlefs dogs, from wh:om it is never 
removed, yet continue to enjoy the mott per- 
fect health. We concludes, therefore, that none 
of the caufes commonly enumerated can be con- 


fidered as giving origin to this aflcétion, and 


_ that, probably, it depends on fome peculiarity with 


which we are yet unacquainted, 
But, whatever may firft produce the difeafe 
with dogs, he confiders as the universal occafio- 
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nal caufe with the human fpecies, a certain fub- 
tile and powerful poifon attachei to the faliva, 
~ and, probably, alfo to the other fluids of a mad 


animal. Many diffcrent conjectures have been 
entertained refpccting the nature of this poifon, 
for which, probably, there is but little founda- 
tion. On this fubjctt, our author prefents us 
with a conjecture, which, he thmks, is corrobo- 


rated by feveral circumftances. He obferves, 
iff, ‘hat this virus is unqueitionably prefent in 
the faliva. 2d/y, Vhat, in its nature and effects, | 
it ditters from ail other contagions with which 
we are yct acquainted, 3d/y. ‘That its proper- : 
ties are very foreign from thofe of putridity. 
4thly, ihat it cannot be fo united with air as in | 
that manner to give the infection to the human 
fyftem. std/y, ‘That it is fo far of a fixed na- 
ture, that tue faliva is capable of giving the in- 


fect-on after the thinner parts have been evapo- : 
rated by expo.ure to the open air. And, /a/tly, 
That amput.: on of the member bit, or complete ) | 
extirpation o! the part, are the only certain pro- : 
atlcovered, by which we are able | 
to counteract ne influence of this poifon. This 

afiertion, wi. his here taken for granted, the 


author endeavours to prove, in an after part of 


his 


P | 
j 


his publication. From thefe different circuni. 
ftances, but efpecially the laft, Do@tor Heyfham 
thinks there is fome probability, that the virus 
of rabies is of an acid nature. This acid, he fup- 
poles to operate, as inducing what may be called 
the proximate caufe of the difeafe, in confequence 
of its action on the nervous fyltem. From the 
fedative nature of the poifon, he accounts for 
the languor, laffitude, proftration of ftrength, 
and other figns of debility, which manifeft them- 
felves in the beginning of the difeafe ; and he 
afcribes the f{pafms, convulfions, and other fuc- 
ceeding fymptoms, to the high degree of irritabi- 
lity thus induced. 


After thefe obfervations on the nature of this 
difeafe, the author next proceeds to treat of the 
cure. Here, he obferves, that the attention of 
a practitioner ought chiefly to be employed in 
endeavecuring to prevent the difeafe from taking 
place after infectious matter has been applied, 
With this view, two objects are to be aimed at. 
1/7, To expel the poifon from the fyftem as foon 
as poflible. And, 2d/y, Where ths cannot be 
done, to deftroy the activity of the virus. 


Many of the moft eminent practitioners, both 
sntient and modern, have directed, that, as foon 
as 


a 
} 
| 
if 
: 
| 
: 
A 
Y 
| 
| 
ex. 
| 
| 
4 | 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| ad 
2 
| 
* 
| 
4 
} 
i 
+ 5 | 


COMMENTARIES. 49 


as poffible, the part wounded fhould either be 
* completely cut out, or that, after large and deep 
‘ {carifications, cupping giafles fhould be applied 
~ toit. After which, they direét all the parts to 
be carefully wafhed with different faline lotions. 
Others recommend the application of mercurial 
ointment, cauftics, or even actual cautery. Uoc- 
tor Heyfham does not deny, that, from thefe 
meafures, the poifon may either be removed or 
deftroyed. Yet, he imagines, that there are cir- 
cumf{tances in which all of them may either be 
inadmiffible or ineffeCiual. On the ufe of fre- 
quent cold bathing, which fome have confidered 
as a prophylactic, he thinks, that no dependence 
can be put. And, of all the internal remedies 
which have been recommended as antidotes to 
this poifon, from thofe mentioned by Galen and 
Oribafius, to the prefent times, he thinks, that 
there is no one of any efficacy, excepting a re- 
medy which has lately been introduced with the 


moft happy fuccefs in the weftern parts of Eng- 
land. 


This remedy, which is fold in different parts 
of the country, as prepared by Mr Hill of Ormf- 


kirk, our author tells us, confifts of the following 
Vox. No. 17. D articles, 


ox 
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articles. Powder of chalk, half an oynce; armc- 
nian bole, three drachins ; allum, ten grains; pow- 
der of elecampane root, one crachm; oil of anife, 
fix drops. Such a dofe is to be taken every 
morning, repeated to the fixth time, ina glafs 
of water, with the mixture of a {mall proportion 
of frefh milk. If this dofe, however, taken at 
once, docs not fit eafily on the ftomach, it may 
be divided and taken at different times. Re- 
Ipecting the mode in which this medicine ope- 
_rates, he obferves, that, if the conjecture former- 
ly thrown cut, refp.ct.ng the nature of the poi- 
fon, be well founded, this muft be fufficiently 
obvious. And, with regard to its efficacy, he re- 


marks, that this has now been fo thoroughly efta- 
blifhed by experience, that there can be no rooin 


to doubt it. Among cther inffances he men- 
tions, that an ingenious inend of his, Mr Jofeph 
Stonney, adminificred th's mecicine to twenty-fix 
hounds, all of whom had been bit by a dog with | 
evident fymptoms of madnefs, of which he foon 
aiterwards died. Of thefe, not one was affected 
with the difeale. 

Doctor Hevfham, indeed, admits, that there 
are two iniances upon record, in which, al- 


all though: 
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though the medicine was properly adminiftered, 
it failed of fuccefs; But he adds, that there are 
iiiftances alfo, in which opium has failed to pro- 
duce fleep, tartar emetic voinitiig, mercury 
falivation, or the like; and he is dilpofed to rope, 
that this remedy will be found as rare'y incifec- 
tual. 


After thefe obfervatioris on the prophy!axis, 


. he next makes fone remarks on the cure. Whoa 


the meafures already recou.nended have citaer 
been neglected, or too long delayed, fone 
means of cure may bz ufed, aithoara w.ih 
little probability of fuccefs, after the fympto is 
of the affection have aiready manifeiied tiein- 
felves. Here Doétor Heyfham thinks, that tue 
great object to be aimed at, is to comioat the 
fpafms and convulfions, which conftitute the 
greateft part of the difeafe. With this view, he 
recommends copious bleeding ; the frequent ufe 
of emollient and laxative injce@ions; opium in 
large dofes, either by the mouth, or in the form 
of injection; and mercury. Befides thefe, and 
other remedics which have been frequent- 
ly employed, he imagines alfo, that recourfe may 
be had, with advantage, to the vitriolic acther, 
and to mufic. 
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Dottor Heyfham concludes this diflertation, by 
relating thofe experiments from which he infers 
that the remedy which he has mentioned is the 
fame with that of Mr Hill. Thefe experiments 
are five in number, and were made chiefly by 
the addition of water, of r:itrous acid, and of vi- 
triolic acid. From the effects of thefe different 
fluids, there can be little doubt, that the bafis of 
the remedy is chalk. And, that there may be 
no room for fufpicion refpecting the accuracy of 
the experiments, we are informed, that, when 
they were repeated by Doétor Black, the refult 
was the fame as had been found by Dottor Hey- 
fham. Yet, although thefe may give probabili- 
ty, it is evident, that they cannot afford certain 
evidence. And the author concludes his differ- 
tation with a wifh, that Mr Hill, poftponing his 
own private intereft to the public good, inay, for 
the fatisfa¢tion of mankind, publifh the formula 
which he employs. 
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Pharmacopoeia Edinburgenfis, additamentis aucla 
ab Ernefto Godof. Baldinger. Phil. et Med. D. 
Ord. Med. Get. Sen. et Prax. Med. Prof. Or- 
din. Acad. Imp. Nat. Curiof. Adj. Reg. Soc. 
Boruf. Viadrin. Elect. Acad. Sci. Mogunt. et Soc. 
Priv. Dramfi. Socio. 8vo, Bremae. 


HE Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia is here re- 
printed verbatim from the edition which 
was publifhed at Edinburgh in 1774. 


Of this part of the prefent work we have al- 
ready fpoken. It is now, therefore, our inten- 
tion only, to give fome account of the moft im- 
portant additions which are made in the prefent 
impreflion. Although the learned editor of this 
edition is willing to allow much merit to the 
compilers of the original work, yet, he is very 
far from confidering it as free from errors and 
imperfections. And his obfervations every where 
demonftrate fo much candour and judgment, as 
to deferve ferious confideration. His additions 
confift of three parts. The firft contains a lift 
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of the materia medica ; the fecond confifts of ani- 
macverfions on particular articles of the Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeia; and the laft exhibits fe- 
lect examples of ¢flicacious formulae. 


In the lift of the materia medica, Doétor Bal- 
dinger has beftowed much labour on the arrange- 
ment. And, befides diftributing the whole into 
three clafles, as taken from the foffil, vegetable, 
or animal kingdom, he refers to feparate fections, 
the roots, herbs, flowers, fruits, &c. - He diftin- 
guifhes thofe articles which he confiders as the 
molt highly efficacious; and, to thofe which are 
leis generi‘ly known, he fubjoins the title of the 
beft differtation that has been written refpecting 
them. | 

In the fecond part, he firft points out thofe 
Vegetables retained in the Edinburgh Pharma- 
copocia, which he confiders as fuperfluous. Of 
this kind are atriplex toetida, balfamum Toluta- 
nuin, flores caryophvlli, convallaria, cornu cervi 
ultum, viola, and urtica. Thefe he confiders as 
either in no degree pofiefling the virtues afcribed 
to them, or being inferior to others which may 
be empioyed to anfwer the fame intentions with 
greater fafety. 
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Of the preparations, he thinks, that the tinc- 
tura rofarum may be confidered as a fuperfluous 
formula, as he imagines that the virtue, in no 
degree, depends upon the rofes, but whoily on 
vitriolic acid. 


He objeds to the potio cretacea, from the ap- 
prehenfion, that this earthy matter, infoluble in 
the fluids of the human body, would form an 
incruftation on the inteftines, which might be 
highly prejudicial to the fyftem. 

He confiders the vinum millepedatum as an 
improper formula, from the fuppofition, that 


wine is a menftruum which will deftroy the me- 
dical virtues of thefe animals. 


To the balfamum fulphuris, he obje@s, that it 
very foon becomes rancid, and that it is of little 
ule, either externally or internally; and he there- 


fore thinks, that it may be want:ng without in- 
convenience, 


He is of opinion, that the fyrupus e rhamno, 
is a medicine of fuch a draftic nature, that it 
ought to be rejected; and he thinks, that the 
pulvis antilyffus is totally inefficacious. ‘To the 
pulvis e jallapa compofitus, he objects, that ve- 
ectable purgatives are very apt to lofe their ac- 
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tivity from being kept. He thinks, therefore, 
that it would be better to mix the jallap and 
creain of tartar occafionally. And he is alfo of 
the fame opinion with refpect to the pulvis e 
fcammomo compofitus. 


A'thouch Doétor Baldinger acknowledges, 
that, in bis younger days, he had written in praife 
of the metal‘ic preparation of copper and fil- 
ver, as medicines, yet, he remarks, that he 
had never ventured to employ thefe in practice ; 
and, on this fuppofition, he entertains doubts as 
to the ule of the pilulae caeruleae of the Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeia. 


Qur author confiders the form of trochifci to 


be fit only either for children, or for alleviating 
fymptonis of difeafe. And he is of opinion, that 


the Pharmacopoeia may eafily want trochifci of 
any kind. 

He concludes this fecond part of his work 
with obierving, that it has been a general com- 
plant, from the moft eminent of the profeffion, 
that the number of plafters and ointments was 
very great, And, he thinks, that the college of 
Edinburgh have much merit in having retained 
only fome felect formulae of this kind, 

The 
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The third and laft part of this work confifts 
of examples of particular compofitions, which 
our author confiders as highly efficacious medi- 
cines. Under the head of emulfions, he recom- 
mends that impregnated with camphor, in the 
proportion of adrachm to a pound, in fevers where 
a critical eruption has difappeared. And, in 
chronical nervous affections, fuch, for inftance, 
as paralyfis, he thinks, that it may be of advan- 
tage to add to this emulfion, befides the cam- 
phor, two grains of tartar emetic. 


Doctor Baldinger confiders the mercurial fo- 


- Jution recommended by Mr Plenck, as a very 


ufeful anthelmintic, particularly againft the lum- 
brici. He recommends, as an emetic, in cafes of 
remittent and intermittent fever, a watery infufion 


of ipecacuanha, to be prepared according to the 
following receipt. 


Re Pulv. rad. ipecac. ifs. 
Aurant. curafs. 31}. 
Cream tart. 3fs. ebul. cum 
Aq. font. Ziv. Colat. adde 
Oxym. {cill. 5fs. 


This medicine gradually thrown in by fpoon- 


fuls, not only difcharges by vomiting the con- 
tents 
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tents of the primae viae, but likewife operates 
powertully, we are told, as a diuretic. He adds, 
alfo, that, in jaundice, it is often attended with 
the beft effects ; and that, in recent cafes, he has 
frcquently been furprifed with the efficacy of it. 
He recommends, as an excellent remedy in drop- 
fical affections, the following vinous infufion of 
iguills. 


Rad fcil. recen. Ji. 
Cort. aurant. 
Calam aromat. aa 311. Infunde cum vin. alb, 
tb. ij. Digere per dies tres, et colat. adde 
Oxym. f{cill. 3il. 


He beftows very high praifes on the ftomachie 
elixir propofed by Doétor Whytt, which is pre- 
pared according to the following prefcription. 


B. Pulv. cort. Peruv. opt. Ziv. 
Rad gent. rub. 
Flav. cort. aurant. aa 3ifs. 
Sp. vin. Gal. th. iv. 
Digere per fex dies balneo arenae, et cola. 
He confiders this medicine not only as a pa- 


nacea for hypochondriafis, but as being alfo of the 
sighelt virtue in other {tomachic complaints. In 


complaints 


2 


COMMENTARIES. 


complaints of a fimilar nature alfo, he recom. 
mends very much the following formula, 


RB, Pulv. flav. aurant. cort. 
Rad. rhei. opt. 


Tart. tartar aa gr. Xx. M. pro dofi. 


By the repeated ufe of this powder alone, he 
tells us, that many of the fymptoms of hypo- 
chondriafis may be entirely removed ; particu- 
Jarly, as deftroying rancid bile and acid on the 
{tomach ; as proving a gentle purgative ; and, as 
reftoring the periftaltic motion. 

In phthifical affections, which have nat gone a 
great length, he recommends the ufe of the fac- 
charum myrrhatum Hoffinanni, which confifts 
of the watery extract of myrrh, united with white 
fugar. 

For removing offufcations on the cornea, he 
tells us, that, in numberlefs inftances, he has 
fecn the molt happy effeéts from the following 
powder. 


Sach. alb. 
Bol. alb. vel rub. 
Cream tart. aa par pondus M. f. pulv. fubtil. 
Lhis powder muit be gently applied to the eye 
without irritation, and particularly without being 
blown 
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blown into it. In this manner, it is fo far from 
inflaming the eye, that it often ¢.en removes in- 
flammation when prefent. And, by perfifting in 
_ the ufe of it for a fufficic nt length of time, he af- 
firms, that he has often obferved cures, that feem- 
ed even miraculous, in cafes where he thought 

he could do no fervice. 


After obferving that he is at a lofs to conjec- 
ture why the college ot Edinburgh have, in the 
laft edition of the Pharmacopoeia, omitted a for- 
mula for the pilulae {cilliticae, which he confiders 
as a very ufeful medicine; he propofes the fol- 
lowing, as one which he imagines is well fuited 
to the intention propofed by thefe pills, 


xR. Gum. ammon. 

Scil. recent. fing. 3fs. Contunde fimul in 
mortario, et adde. 

Cardam. min. trit. 3fs. f. pil. cum. 

Balf. copaiv. q. f. 

He adds, however, that the following formula, 
to which he gives the title of the pilulae phyfa- 
gogae Ludolffi, has alfo a very powerful effect as 
a diuretic, while, at the fame time, in proper 
dofes, it does not prove draftic. 

B. Puly. 
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Pulv. rad. fcil. 3fs. 
Sulp. antimon. aur. tert. praecip. 
Sal. vol. fuccin. aa 31. 
Extract. elater. 3fs. 
Ol. deflil. anif. qt. aliquot. f.c. fucc. li- 
quir. pil, gr. i. 

The dofe of thefe pills is from five to ten grains. 
They were firft introduced into praétice in the 
armies of his Pruflian majefty ; and our author 
informs us, thaf, as a diuretic, he has often em- 


ployed them with advantage in very defperate 
cafes. 


For f{pungy gums, attended with loofenefs of the 
teeth, he recommends the following liniment. _ 


R. Ler. catech. 
Sang. dracon. aa. p. ae. 
 Spir. cochlear. q. f. ut leni digeftione folvi - 
poffint, et f. linim. fpiffior. confift. cum penicillo 
applicand. 


Thefe different prefcriptions Door Baldinger 
mentions as exainples of fele&t formulae which 
he has found to be very efficacious. He con- 


cludes the prefent treatife, with promifing to 
communicate to the public, on fome future oc- 


cafion, an epitome of the rules of medical pre- 
{cription, 
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{cription, a branch of the healing art which he 
{till confiders to be in an imperfect ftate. 


IV. 


Pharmacopoea Suecica, cum gratia et privilegic, 
S:a@R:@ Maitis. 8vo, Holmiae. 


F all the different branches of the medical 

art, there is, perhaps, no one which has, 
of late years, undergone greater alteration than 
that which refpeéts the preparation and compofi- 
tion of medicines. Befides which, the articles 
employed as medicines have alfo undergone con- 
fiderable alterations. Some articles, at one time 
confidered as powerful and efficacious medicines, 
are at another exploded as totally ufelefs. And 
daily experience difcovers ufeful properties in 
articles, which were never before employed for 
medical purpofes. Of thefe affertions, the pre- 
fent Pharmacopoeia, as well as feveral others of 
recent date, affords indubitable evidence. From 
the nature of the work, however, it is impoffible 
for us to give fuch an analyfis as can convey any 


proper 
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proper idea of it. Yet, we-may obferve, that, 
throughout the whole, this ‘publication bears 
evident marks of its being the work of intelligent 
practitioners. And we have little doubt in giving 


it as our opinion, that it is to be confidered as, 
perhaps, the beft Pharmacopoeia yet extant. 


After a refpectful dedication to his Swedifh 
Majelty, and a fhort preface, in which they ex- 
plain their weights and meafures, they deliver a 
few general pharinaceutical rules. ‘They advife, 
that herbs, flowers, and the like, fhould be quick- 
ly dried at a ilow fire. With refpect to powders, 
they obferve, that what is firft obtained, is, in 
general, the belt. And they direct, that, in ipe- 
cacuanha, the woody part fhould not be ufed. Yet, 
they allow, that, in the cafe of thofe woody fub- 
ftances abounding with gums and refins, as jal- 
lap, Peruvian berk, and the like, the powder firft 
obtained is much inferior to what is got afterwards. 
They recommend, that gums and gumm-refi- 
nous fubftanc.s, fhould chiefly be pounded du- 
ring froft. And, in the preparation of compound 
powcers, thcy vive it as a general direction, that 
the articles ih :uld firft be pounded, each fepa- 

ratcly, and then intimately mixed. 
| To 
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To thefe rules follows the catalogue of the 
materia medica, containing thofe articles which 
they direct to be kept in the fhops, and which 
fhould not be prepared by the apothecary him- 
elf. 

Thefe articles are arranged in alphabetical order, 
and to each is fubjoined a character, which, al- 
though fhort, ferves to give a very clear idea of 
the fubftance employed. A few examples will 
better explain the manner in which they have 
acquitted themfelves in this part of their work, 
than any account of it. ) 


ABROTANUM. Herba. 
Artemifia abrotanum. Caro.i a LINXNE. 
Spec. plant.edit. 2. Planta hortenfis fuffrutico- 


faa. 


Acacia VERA. Succus e fruclu. 
Niimofa Senegal. L. Africana arborea. 

LERUGO. Cuprum mufto vint corrofum. 

ALCANA. Radix. 


Anchufa tincloria. L. Exotica, Europae auftra- 
lis, Perennis. 


ALOE. Cabalina, hepatica, focotrina. 
Alce perfoliata. L. Exotica Indica. 
AXNETHUM. Herba Seminea. 


Anethum graveolens. L. Hortenfis annua. 
ARNICA, 
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ARNICA. Folia, flores. 
Arnica montana L, Suecica, perennis. 

FOETIDA. Gummi-refina. 
Ferula affa foetida. L. Afiatica, perennis. 

BDELLIUM. Gummi-refina. 
Objiura. Arabica, palma. 

CasTOREUM: Et ejus axungia. 
Caftor Fiber. L. s. nN. Europae feptentrionalis. 
CERuUSSA: In laminis. Péumbum aceti vapore 

corrofum. 


Thefe few examples, felected from the begin- 
ning of the catalogue, will give fome idea of the 
method which is followed throughout the whole, 
both with refpeé&t to fubftances trum tire vege- 
table, fofhl, and animal kingdoms. With re- 
gard to this catalogue, we may farther obicrve, 
that, although the Stockholm college have re- 
jected many articles which {till retain a place in 
other foreign Pharmacopocias, yet their cata- 
logue is much more numerous than that of the 
Edinburgh College. And it contains above an 
hundred and twenty articles which are not now 
to be found in that work. Some of thefe which 
have of late been recommended as ufetul reme- 
dies, on the authority of praCitioners of credit, 
have never had a place in the Ediaburgh Phar- 
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macopocia. Of thefe, the following feem to be 
the chief, 


Airnica montana, 

Auripigmentum, 

Botrys Chenopodium Botrys L. 

Cajeput, 

Camphorata. Camphorofma Mon/fpelica. 
Cicuta virofa. 


Culilavan. Laurus Culilavan L. 
Faba Ignatii. 


i 

} 

id 


Inula dyfenterica. 
Quaflia. 
Salicaria. 
Vanilla. 


After the lift of fimple medicines, or rather of 
the materia medica, they proceed to the prepared 
and compounded medicines. ‘The order which 
they have here followed, is the arranging the 
whole in an alphabetical lift. And, although this 
method be not altogether without difadvantages, 
yet it is, perhaps, preferable to moft others. Of 
the various alterations and improvements which 
are propofed through this part of the work, we 
cannot pretend to give an account. 


They propofe that an acetum concentratum 
fhould be prepared by freezing. And they give 
it 
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it as the ftandard of f{trength, that one dram of 
it fhould faturate a fcruple of the falt of tartar. 


They direé&t the preparation of an zxrugo 
cryftallizata, by pouring vinegar upon verdi- 


grize, and after maceration and decantation, fub- 


jecting the tranfparent fluid to evaporation and 
cryftallization. ‘Lhis preparation of the verde- 
grize is afterwards employed in the preparation 
of the aqua caerulea, or aqua faphirina, and tor 


feveral other purpofes. 


They point out a procefs for the purification 


of camphor by means of quick lime. 


They give the following formula for the pres 
paration of a ceratum labiale. 


3. Butyri recentis, infulfi, libram femis 
Paffalarum exacinatarum, confciflarum, | 
Pomorum Borfdorfienfium exacinatorum 

et con{cifforum, 
Cerae flavae, fingulorum uncias duas 
Radicis alcannae drachmas duas 
Cogue leniter in vafe figulino donec humiditas 
evaporata fit, feu guttula carboni candenti im- 
mifia crepitum non edat. Mafla fervens forti 
expreffione coletur in vas aqua rolarum plenum, 


_t refrigerata ab aqua hac liberetur. 
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They dire&t the preparation of a cremor Sa- 
turni, by uniting equal parts of the acetum 


faturninum and fuccus citri, from brifk agitation 
in a glafs mortar. 


For the preparation of an electuarium e manna, 
we are prefented with the following formula. 


3. Mannae electae, 

Sacchari albiflimi, fingulorum uncias duas 

Aquae foeniculi, uncias duas cum dimidia 
Solutionem cola cum expreffione, et ei ad- 
miffae Kadicis Iridis Florentinae, in fubtilifiinum 
pulverein tritae, drachmam unam. 

Olei amygdalarum dulcium recenter ex- 

| preffi unciam unam, fiat electuarium. 


They propofe an elixir anthclminticum, confift- 
ing of jallap, baftard fafron, {cammony and gam- 
boge; rectified fpirit of wine being employed as 
the menitruum. 


Their emplafirum pro cereis medicatis, is made 
| in the following manner. 


Cerae flavae leni igne liquefactae, libram 
unam. 
Aceti faturnini, unctam femis, mixtis, et ab 
jgne remotis, immerge telas tenues ex quibus fi- 
ant |, a. cerel. 


They 
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They propofe the preparation of a gelatina 
pomorum, by exprefling the juice of apples, ad- 
ding to it a fourth part of its weight of white fu- 
gar, and then evaporating to the confiftence of a 
jelly. 

They obtain an oleum animale by diftillation 
from calcined hartfhorn, to which is added half 
the weight of the oil of hartfhorn. They prepare 
hydragogue pills from compounding gum ammo- 
niac, {quills, aloes, gamboge, and elatarium. 


They introduce two preparations of the fixed 
foffil alkali, under the titles of foda depurata, and 
foda tartarizata. They introduce a fpiritus for- 
micarum, obtained by the diftillation of ants 
with fpirit of wine and water. For purifying the 
terra Japonica, they recommend, that it fhould 
firft be diffolved in water, and that then, this 
folution, after ftraining, ihould be evaporated to 
drynefs. To this they give the title of fuccus 

Japonicus depuratus ; and, unqueftionably, the 
“name of terra Japonica, which is ftill retained in 
the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, is with great 
impropriety applied to a vegetable extract. 

Befides thefe, we might take notice of many 
other articles, which are cither peculiar to the 
Pharmacopoeia, and are, at the fame time, valuable 
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formu'ae, or which may juftly be confidered as 
limprovements on fimilar prefcriptions contained 
in thofe of other colleges. But we fhall con- 
clude our remarks on this work, with obferv'ng, 
that it terminates with a very ufeful table, fhew- 
ing the proportion of opium, mercury, emetics, 


and purgatives, which enter into diffcrent com- 
pounds. 


V. 
An account of the Tenia, or Long Tape Worm, and 


of the Method of Ticating it, as pracitfed at 
Merat in Switzerland. 8vo, London. 


UR readers will recollect, that we clofed 
O tie fort account we gave of the French 
edition of this work, in our third volume, by 
promifing them a farther analyfis of it in fome 
juture number. Different occurrences, however, 
have prevented us from fulfilling our engage- 
ment, on tliis head, fo early as we could have 
wifhed. But we are not forry for the delay, as 
we are now able to anounce it to them in an 
LEpelith drefs. The public is indebted for this 
edition to Doctor Samuel Foart Simmons, who 
has enriched it with a preface and notes. 


Doctor 
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Doctor Simmons fets out with obferving, that, 
of the different worms which are occafionally met 


with in the human body, the tenia.is by far the 
moft dangerous, not only on account of the 


fymptoms it excites, but of the difficulty with 
which it is expelled. It is indeed true, that * phy- 
ficians, in all ages, have complained of this for- 
midable enemy, as yielding, with certainty, to ne 
known remedy.’ He obierves, that the curiofi- 
ty of the public has long been excited with re- 
{pect to the Morat method of treatment; that a 
Swifs phyfician of the name of Herrenfchwand, 
more than twenty years ago, acquired no little 
celebrity by diftributing a compofition, of which 
he ftiled himfelf the inventor, and which was 
probably of the fame nature as Madam Nouffer ; 
and that feveral very eminent men, as ‘lronchin, 
Hovius, Bonnet, Cramer, and others, have writ- 
ten concerning the effects of this remedy. 


Door Simmons then proceeds to point out 
the different methods that have been ufed in thele 
cafes, all of which, he obferves, have been too 
often ineffe€tual. He next delivers foine obfer- 
vations on the ftructure of the ‘Tenia lata, and 
Tenia cucurbitina. It is remarkable, he fays, 
that the latter of thefe has been confounded with 

the 
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the tenia lata, by almoft all the antient phyficians, 
and by many of the moderns ; Platerus feeming 
to have been the firlt writer who diftinguifhed 
then properly, 


To the teftimonies colleéted by the French 


phyficians, to prove, that the efficacy of the fern- 
root, in cafes of tenia, was known to all the an- 


tient phyficians, and to many later writers, Doc- 
tor Simmons has added the following quotation 
from our countryman Gerard: ‘ The roots of 
¢ the male fern, being taken to the weight of half 
¢ an ounce, drivcth forth long flat worms out of 
¢ the belly, as Diofcorides writeth, being drunk in 
¢ mede or honied water; and more effectually, 
‘ if it be given with two fcruples, or two third 
¢ parts of a dram of feammony, or of black hel- 
¢ Jebore: They that will ufe it, faith he, muft 
¢ firft eat garlick. The female fern is of like 
¢ operation with the former, as Galen faith.’ 
Hiitory of plants, page 1130. 

To the account we have already given of the 
method of cure defcribed in this work, we will 
now only add, that the precautions recommended 
by the French phyficians, are all of them effenti- 
alto the fuccefs of the remedy. The panada 
and injection, which they prefcribe the night be- 

fore, 
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fore, lubricate the inteftines, and prepare the 
primae viae. The fern root, taken in the morn- 
ing, kills and detaches-the worm. Of this the 
patients are fenfible, by a ceflation of the pain 
in the ftomach, and by a weight that is felt in 
the lower belly. The purgative bolus admi- 
niftered two hours after this, procures a com- 
pleat evacuation ; it is compofed of fubftances 
that are at once purgative and vermifuge, and 
which, even when adminiftered alone by diffe- 
rent phyficians, fometimes fucceeded in expelling 
the worm. In adopting the method prefcribed 
in this work, regard is to be had both to the 
age and conftitution of the patient, and the treat- 
ment fhould always be dire€ted by a prudent 
and experienced phyfician, who may know how 
to vary the proportions of the dofe, as circum- 
{tances may require. If the purgative be not of 
fufficient {trength, the worm, after being detache 


ed by the fpecific, re.nains too Jong a time in the 
inteftines, and does not come away intire; on 


the other hand, if the purgative be too {trong, it 


occafions too much irritation. 

The authors conclude their account of this 
fpec fic for the Jong tape worm, by obferving, § 
that, alter having been known to the antient f 
| Greeks, 
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Greeks, and recommended from time to time 
by phyficians of the firft diftinétion, it had fallen, 
together with many others, into oblivion, and 
even contempt, becaufe it had not always been 
given with equal fuccefs. This difference in the 
refult feems to have arifen, on the one hand, 
from the fpecific itfelf, and the manner of ad- 


miniftering it not having been defcribed with 
fufficient care ; and, on the other, from phyfici- 
ans having deviated too much from the practice 
of the fathers of medicine, without confidering fo 
much as they ought to have done, that changes 
the moft favourable in appearance, will often 
render remedies of no ufe, although former ex- 
perience may have proved them to be poffefled 
of confiderable efficacy. 


In an appendix to this work, we find two par- 
ticular receipts, which were often ufed by Ma- 
dam Nouffer in worm-complaints. Into one of 
thefe, there entcrs a confiderable proportion of 
ceruffe or white lead. To this formula Doc- 
tor Simmons has thought it right to add a 
note. * The obfervations of the learned and in- 
¢ genious Sir George Baker, Bart. and Doétor 
¢ Percival,’ fays he, * do not permit me to give 
‘ the prefent formula to the Englifh reader, 

with- 
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¢ without cautioning him, at the fame time, a- 
¢ gainft the ufe of it. Ceruffe, when taken in- 
¢ tothe ftomach, will be liable to produce the 
¢ molt deleterious effects; and the dofe of it here 
¢ prefcribed is by no means a fmall one, the Pa- 
‘ ris dram being of feventy-two grains.’ For 
many other obfervations, we beg leave to refer 
our readers to the work itfelf, which contains 


eighty pages, feventeen of which are of preface. 
It is likewife enriched with three very accurate 


engravings reprefenting the tenia lata, the tenia — 


cucurbitina, and the maie fern. 


Vi. 
Thoughts on General Gravitation, and views thence 


arifing as to the State of the Univerfe. ato, 
London. 


N a preface to this fhort treatife we are in- 
formed, that the thoughts it contains took 
their rife in a philofophical couverfation, about 
the beginning of the prefent year. ‘They are 
therefore prefented to the pubiic as the work of 
more 
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more than one author. And they are intended 
to draw the attention of philofophers to a new 
and curious ficld of fpeculation, and to promote 


a fpirit for farther refearches into the grand 
{cheme of nature. 


The authors introduce their conje€ture, by ob- 
ferving, that the laws of motion, with regard to 
all bodies, are laid down by Sir Ifaac Newton in 
four general propofitions, The three firft he 
lays down as axioms ; but the fourth, commonly 
called the law of gravitation, he proves by a 
large and particular induction, founded on the 

phaenomena of our planetary fyftem. And the 
difcovery of the law of univerfal gravitation will 
| ’ ever be regarded as one of the nobleft exertions 
of the human faculties. 


| That gravity, which is indifpenfable to the con- 
' dition of every individual world, does, in reality, 
| extend to the preateft affignable diftances, is the 

great hinge of the Newtonian philofophy, and is 
i therein fully evinced by the moft perfeé induc- 
ii tion. The authors of this treatife conclude, 
that fuch an extenfion of the power of gravity 
is incompatible with any fyftem of bodies in a 


quiefcent ftate. For, were they in this condition, 
ae as foon as gravitation began to act, they would 
begin 
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begin mutually to approach, and univerfal de- 
ftruétion would enfue. 


In confequence of an admirable contrivance, 
introduced by means of projectile forces, com- 
bined with thofe arifing from general gravitation, 
the planets revolve round the fun, and neither 
have a coniinual approach to it, nor to each o- 
ther. Our au.icrs, therefore, conclude, that as 
gravity is eflential to the conftitution of all great 
bodies in the univerfe, periodical motion muft be 
neceflary to the permanency and order of every 
fyftem of worlds whatfoever. And, as projectile 
force is fitted to counteract the tendency of ge- 
neral gravitation in a {mall fyftem, fo they con- 
jecture, that it will have effect alfo in the grand 
fy{tem of the univerfe, round whofe centre they 
fuppofe, that this folar fyftem of ours, and an in- 
conceivable number of others like to it, revolve 
according to the law of gravitation. On this idea, 
in place of apprehending diforder and confufion 
from its general influence, it leads us to contem- 
plate an endlefs number of harmonious motions, 
all of whicn loudly proclaim the fuftaining hand 
of the Deity. 

The conje€ture thus attempted to be eftablith- 
ed by reafoning, is, we are informed, in fome 

meafure 
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meafure proved by facts. For, our authors ob- 
ferve, that, agreeably to what has been faid, cer- 
tain proper motions of the ftars begin actually 
to be difcovered by the nicety of modern obfer- 
‘vations. Sirius, Caftor, and feveral others, are 
found to be moving through abfolute fpace, with 
incredibie velocity. ‘hey add, that the whole 
fixed ftars of the firmament are fufpected to do 
fo by the firft aftronomers of this age. And 
they conclude, by faying, that pofterity muft de- 
‘ termine how far the obferved laws of thefe ce- 
leftial motions fhall favour thefe hints of one 
grand univerfal fyitem. 


SEC T. 
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SECT IU. 


Medical Obfervations. 


I. 


The Hiftory of a Cafe, in which the Left Arm of a 
Child was torn off by a Miln, without any fuc- 
ceeding Haemorhage. By Mr James Carmi- 
chael, Surgeon at Port-Glafgow, communicated 


to Doétor Monro. 


CTOBER 7. 1776, a healthy girl, three 
years and a half old, was entangled, with 


an apron pinned about her fhoulders, by the 
{fpindle of a barley-miln, going at its full career, 
and twilted round with it with equal velocity. 


The father did not perceive her, till her legs 
{truck 
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ftruck him behind. He inftantly threw the wa- 
ter off the miln; ran down one pair of ftairs, and 
removed the wedge which keeps the miln-ftones 
affunder, before the miln could be fully ftopped. 
On getting back, his child was thrown to a con- 
fiderable diftance, was motionlefs, and the left 


arm tore from her. She recovered a little, was 
fenfible, and fpoke readily. 


In lefs than an hour from the accident, I found 
her, though lofing no blood, to all appearance 
dying. ‘The extremities were cold; pulfe very 
low and tremulous ; convulfions over the whole 
right fide of the body and face ; fymptoms I at- 
tributed to lofs of biood, as well as to irritation 
on the fyftem; but I was aftonifhed, when | was 


told fhe had not loft a fpoonful of blood. The 
Jeft arm was off an inch and a half above the el- 


bow. The ftump had a fhocking appearance. All 
the foft parts were mangled and torn, and {trip- 
ped from the humerus up to the joint, which 
was in view. Several lacerations went beyond 
the joint, through the mufcles and common in- 
teguments. The body of the deltoid mufcle was 
divided up to the clavicle. The pe€toral mufcle 
was con{iderably injured; its tendons were de- 
tached from the humerus. A third laceration 
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ftretched backwards and downwards, termina-~ 
ting on the inferior cofta of the fcapula. 


In this alarming cafe, no other furgeon at hand, 
nor any proper afliftant, I heftated to attempt 
any operation, being affraid the child would ex- 
pire under my hands. Certain death, however, : 
feemed the confequence of not doingit. I there- 
fore determined to take off the remaining part 
of the humerus at the joint, and to leave no 
more of the mutcles and fkin, than barely fufii- 
cient to cover the glenoid cavity, dreading the 

violent inflammation which would enfue upon 
parts fullaining fo great injury. 


‘Two arteries in the axilla, which were diftinét- 
ly felt, were tied. ‘he capfular ligament was 
then divided fome length. In endeavouring to 
| diflocate the bone, a large artery fprung, which, 
at the firft flitch, was taken up, juft at its exit 
from below the clavicle; No farther interrup- 
tion happened during the operation. “he child 
fhowed no fenfe of pain. Warm wine was pour- 
ed over its throat; and, after waiting fome time 
to fee if all the blood-veffcls were fecured, the 
| wound was drefied in the ufual way. 


The child’s right leg had ftruck againit the 


hopper, a large wooden box, and knocked it to 
Vou, V. No, 17. I a 
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a diftance, by which both bones were fractured, 
with large contufion. ‘The eighteen tailed ban- 
dage, with long fplints, were applied. ‘The con- 
vulfions abated, and went entirely off in four 
hours. ‘The fymptomatic fever was milder than 
could have been expected. ‘The wound digeft- 
ed well. ‘The cure was compleated in little more 


than two months, the child enjoying the perfect 
ufe of all its fenfes. 


It is evident, the axillary artery was injured a- 
~ bove the place where it was firlt tied, and probably 
would have burft open very foon, from its giving 
way upon the firft motion induced on the parts. 
‘Vhe uncertainty how highfuch injury might reach, 
was the reafon why the artery was fecured as 
lngh as pofhble. ‘This laft flich was gradually 
protruded, till, fome days before it came away, 
it hung down a full half inch more than at firft, 
which can only be accounted for, by the artery 
being elongated and reproduced in a corre{pon- 
ding length. 


On accurate calculation, I found the fpindle of 
the miln Jy rcund 140 times in a minute, when 
working with its full force. 


Y¥o what caufe are we to afcribe the total ab- 
fence of haemorrhagy in this cafe? Will the con- 
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torfions and convolutions which the coats of the 
arteries neceflarily underwent, before a folution of 
continuity took place, fufficiently account for not 


a drop of blood enfuing on this divifion ? 


There was no hurt on the part of the arm that 
was torn away: At the point of feparation, the 
foft parts were cut as compleatly circular, down 
to the bone, as if done with the knife, except a 
large nerve which hung from it, four inches long. 
The bone projected very little. 


An Account of the Effects of Electricity in removing 


a fixed Contraction of the lingers. By Dre Alex- 
ander Eafon of the 18th Regiment of Dragoons. 
Communicated to Dr Duncan. 


Lady, in the county of Corke, had the 
misfortune to break her arm. In the 

ufual time after the accident, the bandage was 
taken off, and the arm was found to be perfeétly 
ftraight ; but her fingers were fhut in the palm 
of the hand, and could not be ftretched out, or 
forced open. Stupes, and every relaxing method, 
I’ 2 was 
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was tried ; but in vain. She went to Bath, had 


it pumped, and rubbed with the flime of the wa- 
ter ; but to no purpofe. 


About ten months from the time that fhe met 
with the accident, fhe came to Lifmore to vifit her 
filter. As fhe defpaired of ever being better, fhe 
was eafily perfuaded by Mr Eels (an excellent 
electrician) to try an electric blow. He loaded 
his bottle pretty highly, and difcharged it through 
the courfe of the flexor mufcles. In a moment 
the fingers flew open ; and, ever fince, fhe has 
had the proper ufe of them. 


In this cafe, the nerves were not probably 
in fault; and the electric fliock feemed to act like 
a force, by difengaging the mulcles. 


The Hiftory of a Convulfive Diforder, treated by the 
Ufe of the Tlewers of Zinc. By Dr Patrick 
Dugud, Phyfcian at Durham. Communicated 
to Dr Duncan. 


MEDLEY, aged nine years, of a 
relaxed habit of bedy, and delicate contti- 
tution, wis fudcenly, about two vears ago, 


without 
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without any previous indifpofition, feized with a 
violent convulfive fit ; during which, the whole 
mutcular fyftem was affected with irregular fpaf- 
modic contractions. Her countenance became 
pale and contracted ; her eyes rolled wildly ; the 
mufcles of the mouth were thrown into a convul- 
five grin; her knees were almoft brought to 
touch the fternum ; whilft her feet, with the toes 
diftorted inwards, feemed to reach the anus. 
Upon undrefling her, there was obferved, im- 
mediately below the falfe ribs of the left fide, a 
round and circumfcribed fwelling, foft, and yield- 
mg tothe touch; which, in this, and ail the fub- 
fequent paroxy{ms, no fooner began to diminifh, 
than all the other fynmiptoms vanifhed ; and fhe 
was left in an abfolute ftate of flupefaction, which 
generally terminated in a profound flecp. 


After this firft attack, which laftcei feveral 
hours, the fame feries of fymptoms continued, for 
fix months, to return, at irregular intervals, three 
or four times a week. About this time, fhe was 


feized with a fever, which had almoft proved fa- 
tal. On her recovery from it, fhe paffed tiree 


large round worms, and had no return of the fir 
tili two months after, when they again attacked 
her, with all their former violence ; and incr: :.f 
fo much in frequency, that, at the time I was de- 
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fired to vifit her, fhe generally had a fit every 
three hours ; which, however, feldom exceeded 
twenty minutes in duration. I had often an op- 
portunity of feeing the girl under the paroxyfm, 


and found that it literally anfwered the defcrip- 
tion given me of the firft attack. I was informed 


by her friends, that fhe was naturally a girl of 
great fenfibility, quick conception, and a reten- 
tive memory; but that her ciforder-had fo much 
impaired the faculties of her mind, that fhe had 
forgot every thing fhe had formerly learned, and 
hardly knew a fingle letter of the alphabet. 


As the girl formerly had pafled worms, and 
continucd to have feveral of the chief fymptoms 
which are fuppofed to indicate their prefence in 
the inteftinal canal, viz. foetid breath, flimy 
flools, grinding of the teeth, &c. I thought it 
more than probable that all her complaints origi- 
nated from this caufe 5 and therefore judged it 
proper to put her, for fome time, upon a courfe 
of anthelmintics. But, on finding that, inftead 
of alleviating the fymptoms, they evidently ag- 
sravated the difeafe, I was naturally led to refer 
the whole phaenomena to a peculiar itate of mo- 
bility in the nervous fyftem; and, as the higheft 
enconuums had been lately beftowed by Gau- 
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bius, and others, on the flores zinci, in fpafmo- 
dic and convulfive diforders, I refolved to give 
them a trial. And, in order to preclude any 
chance of fallacy with refpe& to their effets, I 
laid afide all other medicines, and, on the 24th 
of July 1776, prefcribed the following fimple 
pill : 


Flor. zinc. sfs. 
Extract. gentian. 31fs. fyr. zingib. q. s. f. 
pilul. No. xxx. quarum duas fumat omni 
€t V. 


I was fent for in the afternoon, and informed 
that fhe had fcarcely taken the pills half an hour, 
when fhe was feized with a fevere headach, ac- 
companied with reaching, vomiting, and gripes. 
1 ordered for her a gentle laxative clylter, and an 
anodyne draught, at bed-time ; and was told next 
morning, that the naufea and gripes had ceafed 
on taking the opiate, and that fhe had fewer fits 
in the night than ufual. On examining the 
flowers of zinc, I found them very ill prepared, 
and more like a corrofion of the zinc than a trus 
calx. therefore caufed feme tuo be procured, 
which I could depend on as genuine, and gave 


them under the form of a powder, as more a- 
grecabl¢ 
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creeable to the girl, who had a difficulty in {wal- 
lowing pills. 


Flor. zinc. gr. xxiv. 
Sacchar. alb. 3ifs.m.s.a. et. divid.in dof, xu. 
Cap. dofin omni m. ct v. 


On the 30th, fhe began to ufc the powders, 
which fat eafily on her ftomach; and fhe had on- 
ly taken them two days, when the return of the 
fits became fenfibly lefs frequent. 


On the gth of Augult, I defircd that fhe fhould 
take three dofes of her medicines every day ; and, | 
from that period, the fits began to dimimifh fo 
faft in the frequency of their return, as well as to 
abate in the violence of their fymptoms, that, in 
lefs than a week, they never recurred in the 
night, and not above thrice through the day, 
The flatuient iwelhug, (or fuch I fuppofed it to 
' be,) formerly obferved to rife in her fide, be- 
came fearcely perceptible ; the mufcular fyftem 


| Was now no more thrown into fpaftic and con- 
| | vuifive motions 5 nor was the paroxyfin, which 
had afiumed the type of a common /yncope, 
~duccecded by any fenfible degree of itupor or 
CGliscd. 


On the arith, her medicine was increafed to 
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never returned oftener than once in the twenty- 
four hours, and rarely lafted above five minutes. 
She now began to recover the ufe of her reafon 


and meimory, to give pertinent anfwers when {po- 
ken to, and to recolleé& things which fhe had 


learned by heart two years before. She was 


now, for the firft time, allowed to go abroad 

without an attendant. 
On the 14th, fhe began to take gr. xii. of the 
zinc, and had not any return of the fits till the 
morning of the 18th, when, on being hurried 
out of bed, fhe had a flight paroxyfm, which 
only lafted about three minutes. She was fen- 
fible of its approach, and, wuilft it continued, 
feemed nowife convulfed. As fhe had experi- 
enced no inconveniency from gr. xil. of the zinc, 
I ventured to prefcribe gr. xv. a-day, which was 
attended with fo happy an cefle€t, that the fits 
entirely ceafed 5 but ihe continued to be ai- 
fected with a fud'en tremor or ftarting every 
morning, much about the fame time that the had 
been formerly wont to have a fevere paroxyfm. 
Being, however, defircd to take every morning a 
a dole of her medicine before fhe got out of 
bed, ths compiaint, in a few days, entircly va- 
nifhed, and, with it, every other fymptom of her 
diforder, 
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diforder, both of mind and body. But, as the 
girl was naturally of a relaxed and delicate habit 
of body, { thought there was ftill fome reafon to 
apprehend a relapfe, and therefore recommended 
to her the ule of fea-bathing, as a fafe and pow- 
erful tonic, and well calculated to remove that 
conftitutional irritability of fyftem, which feemed 
to be the prima mali labes, and proximate caufe 
of the difeafe. 


In the latter end of Auguft fhe began to 
bathe, and perfevered in it for fome wecks ; af- 
ter which fhe was fent into the country, where 
fhe ftaid near two months, and returned to town 
perfectly well in every refpect. She continued 
in a ftate of health till the 3d of December, 
when, having waiked out, fhe dropped down in 
a violent convulfion-fit ; and was no fooner out 
of one fit, than fhe was taken with another. I 
did not fee her till the ‘5th, when | found her in 
a fituation, that left very iittle room to doubt of 
the event. Her pulfe was extremely quick and 
fmall, and intermitted every third or fourth pul- 
Jation ; her looks were wild and ghaltly; her 
lower extremities were become paralytic ; fhe 
had fubfultus tendinum, fingultus, and all the 

fymptoms 
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fymptons of an approaching diffolution ; which 
accordingly happened next morning. 7 


Tho’ the above cafe terminated fatally, it, in 
my opinion, affords the moft convincing proof 
of the powerful and falutary effects of the flowers 
of zinc in convuifive and f{pafmodic difeafes. I 
have had an opportunity of ufing them in three 
other cafes of this nature ; in two of which they > 
were evidently attended with confiderable advan- 
tage ; but, in the third, they entirely failed. 
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SECT. Ill. 


Medical News. 


N the new edition of the Methodical Intro- 
dudtion to the Theory and Practice of Phy- 
fic, by Dr David M‘Bride, lately publifhed at 
Dublin, among other additions which may be 
confidered as entirely new, is a cafe of Angina 
Pectoris. ‘This cafe, we are told, was communi- 
cated to Dre M‘Bride by Dr Smyth of Dublin, 
who ftill continues at the head of his profeflion in 


that kingdom ; a ftation which he has defervedly 
held for near thirty years. 


As Dr Smyth feems to be the firft who thought 
of a radical cure for this diftemper, by means of 
iffues and alteratives; and, as this praétice may 
be inftrumental in preferving many ufeful lives, 


we 


? 
I 
| 
| 
$ 
1 
og 
; 
| 
} 
ig 
| 
al 


COMMENTARIES. 93 


we have little doubt that this cafe, extracted at 
full length, from the work we have mentioned, 
will be acceptable to our readers. 


“¢ A. B. a tall, well made man ; rather large 


than otherwile ; of healthy parents, except that 
there had been a little gout in the family ; tem- 


perate ; being very attentive to the bufinefs of 
his trade, (that of a watch-maker,) led a life un- 


_ commonly fedentary ; had, from his boyhood up- 


wards, been remarkably fubjeét to alarming in- 
flanimations of his throat, which feized him, at 
lealt, once in the courfe of the year ; in all other 
ref{pects well. 


In 1767, (then 48 years of age,) he was taken, 
without any evident caufe, with a fudden and very 
difpiriting throbbing under the fternum. It foon 
afterwards increafed, and returned upon him 
every third or fourth week, accompanied with 
great anxiety ; very laborious breathing ; choak- 
ing; a fenfation of fulnefs and diftenfign in his 
head ; a bloated and flufhed countenance ; turgid 
and watery eyes ; and a very irregular and une- 
qual pulfe. ‘Lhe paroxyim invaded, almoft con- 
ftantly, while he was fitting after dinner ; now and 
then he was feized with it in the morning, when 
walking a little fafter than ufual ; and was then 

obliged 


ae 


obliged to ftop, and reft on any objeé at hand. 
Once or twice it came on in bed, but did not o- 
blige him to fit up, as it was then attended with 
no great difficulty in breathing. In the afternoon 
fits, his greateft eafe was from a fupine pofture ; 
in which he ufed to continue motionlefs for fome 
hours, until, quite {pent and worn out with an- 
guifh, he dropt into a flumber. In the intervals 
between thefe attacks, which at length grew fo 
frequent as to return every fourth or fifth day, he 
was, to appearance, in perfect health. 


‘¢ Thus matters continued for more then two 
years ; and various antifpafmodics were ineffectu- 
ally tried for his relief. In 1769, there fuperve- 
ned a very fharp, con{trictory pain, at the upper 
part of the fternum, ftretching equally on each 
fide, attended with the former fymptoms of anxi- 
ety, dy{fpnoca, choaking, &c. and with an excrus 
ciating cramp, as he called it, that could be co- 
vered with a crown-piece, in each of his arms, 
between the elbow and the wrift, exadétly at the 
infertion of the pronator teres; the reft of the 
limb was quite free. The fits were fometimes 
brought on, and always exafperated, by any agi- 
tation of mind or body. He once attempted to 
ride o’horfeback during the paroxyfm ; but the 

expe- 
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experiment was near proving fatal to him. The 
difference of feafon or weather made no impref- 
fion upon him. Still, in the intervals, his health 
was perfectly good ; except that his eyes, which, 
before his illnefs, were remarkably {trong and 
clear, were now grown extremely tender ; and 
that his fight was much impaired... He had no 
flatulency of ftomach, and his bowels were regu- 
lar. 


‘In this fituation, Feb. 22. 1770, he applied 
to me for affliftance. I had feen, I believe, eight 
or ten of thefe frightful cafes before. ‘I'wo of the 
patients dropt dead fuddenly. They were men 
between forty and fifty years of age, and of a 
make fomewhat flefhy. The fate of the others I 


was not intormed of ; or, at leaft, cannot now re- 
collec. 


« Having found the total inefficacy of blif- 
ters, and the whole clafs of nervous medicines in 
the treatment of this anomalous fpafm, I thought 
it right to -ttempt the correcting, or draining off, 
of the irritating fluid in the cafe now before us ; 
to this purpofc, 1 ordered a mixture of aq. calc: 
mag. c. with a littie of the aq. junip. c. and an 
altcrative proportion of Huxham’s antimonial 
wine ; I put the patient on a plain, light, per- 
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fpirable diet ; and reftrained him from all vilcid, 
flatulent, and acrimonious articles. By purfuing 
this courfe, he was foon apparently mended ; but, 
after he had perfifted regularly init for at leaft 
two months, he kept for fome time at a ftand. I 
then ordered a large iflue to be opened in each 
of his thighs. Only one was made. However, 
as foon as it began to difcharge, his amendment 
manifeftly increafed. The frequency and feverity 
of the fits abated confiderably ; and he continued 
improving gradually until, at the end of eighteen 
months, he was reftored to perfect health ; which 
he has enjoyed, without the leaft interruption, till 
now, except when he has been tempted (perhaps 
once in a twelvemonth) to tran{grefs rules, by 

raking a large meal on falted meat, or indulging 
himifelf in ale, or rum-punch3; each of which ne- 
ver faiied to diforder him from the beginning cf 
his iinefs; and, even on thefe occafions, he has 
felt no more than the fiightcft notion of his for- 
mer fufferings ; infomuch, that he would defpife 
the attack, if it did not appear to be of the fame 
ftoci: with his old complaint. No other caufe. 
has had the leaft ili effect on him. 


Vhough rum was conitantly hurtful, yet 
punch mace with a maceration of black currants 
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in our vulgar corn fpirit, is a liquor that agrees 


remarkably well with him. 


He never took any medicine after the iffue be- 
gan to difcharge ; and I have directed that it hall 
be kept open as long as he lives. ‘The inflam- 
mations of his throat have difappeared for five 
years paft ; he has recovered the ftrength and 
clearnefs of his fight ; and his health feems now 
to be entirely re-eftablifhed. 


EE 


Doétor Macbride, in a letter to Doctor Dun- 
can, gives the following additional obfervations on 
the angina pectoris. 


Within thefe few weeks I have, at the defirc 
of Doctor Smyth, vifited, three or four times, a 
very ingenious man who keeps an academy in 
this city, of about 34 years of age, who applied 
to the Doétor for his advice in January laft. 


I fhall give you his fymptoms as I had them 
from his own mouth, which appear to me to 
mark his cafe to be an angina pectoris, and as 
deplorable as any that I have read of. It was 
{trongly diftinguifhed by the exquifite cont{tricto- 
Vou. V. No. 17. G | ry 


/ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


98 AL 


ry pain of the fternum, extending to each of his 
arms, as far as the infertion of the deltoid mufcle ; 
extreme anxicty ; laborious breathing; ftrang- 
ling ; and violent palpitation of the heart, with a 
moft irregular pulfe. The paroxyfins were fo 
frequent, that he fcarcely ever efcaped a day, 
for fix or feven years, without one. They were 
ufually excited by any agitation of mind or body, 
though flight. He had clear intervals of health 
between the fits. The diftemper feemed here- 
ditary in him, as he fays his father was affected 
in the fame manner fome years previous to his 
death. He has a ftrong gouty taint, which ne- 
ver fhewed itfelf in his limbs ; and he has led a 
life of uncommon fedentarinefs, from intenfe ap- 
jNication to mathematical ftudies, attention of 
mind, and paflion, even from his boyifh years. 
Thefe circumftances may, perhaps, account for 
his having been taken with this difeafe at fo early 
an age as feventeen. 


A large iffue was immediately. opened in each 
of his thighs. In a month afterwards, he began 
to mend, and has gone on improving gradualiy. 
He can now run up flairs brifkly, as I faw him 
do no latter than yefterday, without hurt; can 
bear agitation of mind; and has no compiaint, 

excep- 
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excepting a flight oppreflion of the breaft, under 
the fternum, which he feels fometimes in a mor- 
ning, immediately after drefling himfelf; and 
which, he thinks, is brought on by the motion 
ufed in putting on his cloaths; though, for a 
compleat week preceding the day on which I 
faw him laft, he told me, that he had been en- 
tirely free from all uneafinefs, and was exulting, 
that he had not had fuch an interval of eafe for 
thefe laft feven years. 


Doétor Smyth alfo fhewed me, in his adverfa- 
ria, the cafe of a gentleman who had been under 
his care in 1760, which he had forgotten when my 
book went to the prefs, and which he was re- 
minded of the other day, by a vifit from his 
patient. It was a genuine angina pectoris, 
brought on by a very fedentary life, and great 
vexation of mind, clearly marked by the exqui- 
fite pain under the fternun, that extended a- 
cutely to the upper extremities, particulariy along 
the left arm, together with the other fymptoms of 
dy{pnoea, anxiety, palpitation of the heart, &c. 
recited in the cafe above. The diforder went off 
in 1762, by large fpontaneous difcharges from 
the piles, but returned upon him feverely in 1765. 
Iffues in his thighs were then recommended to 

G2 him, 
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him, but not made. But, whether it was by the 
perfuafion of fome friend, or of his awn accord, 
he went into a courfe of James’s powder, in finall 
alterative dofes, combined with a little caftor and 
-affa foetida. ‘This he perfifted in for about fix 
weeks; in the meanwhile, he had large acrimo- 
nious glectings from the fcrotum, and a plenti- 
ful difcharge of ichor from the anus. From this 
time he began to find his complaints grow lefs 
and lefs diftrefling, and he has now been totally 
free from them for fix years paft. 


Here, then, you fee a perfect cure performed 
by an antimonial alterative, and a copious dram. 
The caftor and affa foetida could have no fhare 
init; for the moft powerful nervous medicines 
had been ineffectually ufed before in large dofes, 
fo that the fuccefs and efficacy of this practice 
appear to be now fufhiciently eftablifhed. 


¥ 


Mr Cruikfhark, in a letter to Doctor Duncan, 
has the following obfervations refpecting offifi 


eation. 


Doctor Hunter ufed to fend round, at lectures, 
a preparation of the patella, in which he demon- 
| itrated, 
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{trated, that the offification of that bone began 
by the arteries offifying in the centre of the car- 
tilaze, which, in young fubjeéts, fupplies the 
place of bony patella. I have profecuted that 
fubje&t, from the firft appearance of offifying ar- 
tery, to the perfect formation of the patella. I 
fuppofed that the fame thing took place in all o- 
ther bones, and accordingly, have made prepara- 
tions to demonftrate it, in almoft every bone in 
the body ; and can fhow, that oflification is not 
only begun, but carried on by the oflitying of 
the arteries. 


It gives us particular pleafure to be able to a- 
nounce to our readers, the origin and progreils 
of eftablifhments, calculated for extending to the 
indigent thofe bleflings which refult from the me- 
dical art. ‘This is efpecially the cafe, wher, :hefe 
eftablifhments are of fuch a nature as mu® tend 
to the improvement of that art. And fuch rx tt 
be the confequence of every inftitution, which, 
while it furnifhes the means for the removal of 
difeafe, to thole whofe narrow circumftances can- 
not afford it, at the fame time, leads imedical 

practi- 


\ ‘ 
* A 
3 
> 
4 
= 
x 
at 
hy 
‘ 


102 IC: Ark 


+ 


practitioners to pay minute attention to fads, and 
to record them with accuracy and fidelity. It is 
with great fatisfaction, then, that we can now 
mention the progrefs which has been made by 
the Difpenfary at Kelfo. We obferved in a for- 
mer number, that fuch an eftablifhment was pro- 
pofed at that place. ‘This propoial is now car- 
ried into execution. And it has received the 
countenance and fupport of the people of higheft 
rank in that neighbourhood. His Grace the 
Duke of Roxburgh is chofen prefident, the right 
honourable the Earl of Hadington, the honourable 
Mr Baillie, and Colonel Pringle, are chofen vict. 
prefidents. ‘Three phyficians have undertaken 
the conduét of the medical department, and are 
to give attendance and advice without any ex- 
pence to the charity. With fuch fupport, it can 
hardly fail to be a lafting blefling to the poor in 
that neighbourhood. 


Although the Difpenfary whicli has lately been 
eftablifhed at Edinburgh, has not yet met with 
the countenance of men of very high rank, yet 
the fupport of generous and humane citizens 
has made fome progrefs towards rendering it a 
permanent inilitution. And the happy effects 
of which it has already been produ@ive, will, it 
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is imagined, be the means of obtaining fuch aid 
from the benevolent, as will perpetuate and ex- 
tend its influence. Upwards of 200 patients, 
whofe cafes were either of fuch a nature as ren- 
dered them improper obje&ts for admiffion into 
the Royal Infirmary, or did not require cozfine- 
ment, have already been admitted to the benefits 
of this charity 3 and, when a larger fund can be 
procured, it will be much more extenfively ufe- 


ful. 


A lift of thofe who have reaped the be- 
nefits of it, will foon be laid before the pubiic, 
exhibiting a view of the commencement, termi- 
nation, and event of each cafe. But, befides this, 
the volume of medical cafes, felected from the 
records of this charity, which we formerly faid 
was ‘preparing for publication, is now in the prefs. 
By this means, thofe medical pra¢titioners who 
dedicate any portion of their time to the ftudy 
of their profeflion, and who are not blinded by 
narrow minded prejudice, will be able to judge 
how far it has had any good effect, as affording 
a foundation for teaching, and even for impro- 
ving the healing art. 
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We hear, with fatisfation, that a fcheme Is in 
agitation for eftablifhing a Difpenfary at Dundee. 
And it is to be hoped, that the example which 
has been fet by the people of higheft rank in the 
neighbourhood of Kelfo, will be followed by the 
great and opulent in that part of the country. 
‘Vhe expence of fupporting an hofp‘tal, where pa- 
tients muft not only be provided with medicines, 
but with lodging, food, and proper attendance, 
mult neceflarily be great, if the benefits of it are 
to be extended to many individuals. But the 
jingle object of furnifhing them with the moft 
eifectual remedies for the removal of their dif- 
eafes, may eafily be obtained. Would it not 
then reflect houour on the profeffion of medi- 
cine; would it not tend to the improvement of 
the art, if the practitioners in every large town, 
efpecially in thofe unprovided with hofpitals 
where thcre is an eftablifhment for out-patients, 
were to ufe their endeavours to draw the atten- 
tion of the great and the wealthy to a fpecies of 
charity, which, perhaps, of ali others, is the leaft 
liable to abule, while it is highly advantageous to 
Juciety ? 


Doctor 
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Doétor John David Hahn, profeffor of medi- 
cine at Leyden, ina letter to Doctor Duncan, 
gives the following intelligence refpeéting feveral 
new books which will foon appear at that place. 


Venerabilis nofter Gaubius curavit nuper edi- 
tionem duorum libellorum, Gallice fcriptorum ab 
amico fuo illuftri Sanches Archiatro Ruflico, in 
quibus valde probabiliter docetur, luem venere- 
am non ex America in Europam fuiffe delatam. 
Si nondum ad vos pervenerint, mittam cum aliis 
differtationibus prima data occafione. Nonnulla 
teftimonia quae Ill. Sanches praetermifit, fupplere 
audet Cl. Henflerus, medicus Altonenfis, qui in 
eo eft ut verfionem Germanicam opufculi Sanche- 
fiani paret et notis augeat. 


Schillingii medici Surinamentis obfervationes 
de lepra et elephantiafi, typis Luchtmannianis ex- 
fcribuntur et brevi edentur. Miferat eas ad me 
auctor jam ante bienntum. Curavi eas quoad po- 
tui, et praefatione comitabor prodituras, faciam- 
que ut ad te ocius perveniant. | 


Beerenbrockius nofter in eo eft ut verfionem 
Latinam operis Culleniani quam Edinburgi perfe- 
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cit typis Luzai exfcribendam curet; quo in nego- 
tio ftrenuum virum quoad potero adjuvare {ftudebo. 


Archibald Menzies, Efq; of, Culdairs, one of 
the commiffioners of his Majefty’s revenue of 
cuftoms, and one of the truftees for improve- 
ments in Scotland, died lately in the neighbour- 
hood of Edinburgh. While his family, friends, 
and acquaintance, are thus deprived of a moft 
valuable man, Philofophical Society, at the place 
of its refidence, has loft one of its greateft or- 
naments. Improvement in fcience, and in ufe- 
ful, as well as polite arts, had been the great 
objects of his attention, during the courfe of his 
travels, for feveral years, through different parts 
of Europe. And, after fettling in his native 
country, it was his principal aim to employ the 
knowledge which he had acquired to the benefit 
of his fellow fubjeéts. But, by the rapid progrefs 
of a fatal fever, occurring to him at the prime 
of life, his country is deprived of many advanta- 
ges which it might have derived from him, and 
friendlefs merit has loft a fteady and difinterefted 
patron. 
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Lift of New Books. 


LORA Scotica, or a fyftematic arrangement 

in the Linnean method, of the native plants 

of Scotland and the Hebrides. By John Light- 

foot, A. M. rector of Gotham in Notingham- 

fhire, and chaplain to the Duchefs Dowager of 
Portland. 2 vols, 8vo, London, 


Illuftratio fyftematis fexualis Linnaei, or an 
iluftration of the fexual fyitem of Linnaeus. By 


John Miller. 2 vols, folio. : 
A philofophical eflay concerning light. By 
Bryan Higgins, M. D. Vol.1. 8vo, London. 


Reports of the humane fociety, inftituted in 


the year 1774, for the recovery of perfons ap- 
parently 
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parently drowned. For the year 1776. 8vo, Loti- 
don. | 


An effay on the theory and cure of the vene- 
real gonorrhoea, and the difeafes which happen 
in confequence of that diforder. By John An- 
drée, furgeon to the Magdalen hofpital, and 
teacher of anatomy. 8vo, London. 


A letter from the celebrated Doétor Tiffot to 
Doétor Zimmerman, on the morbus niger, in- 


cluding fome oppofite cafes, equally curious and 


intercfting. ‘The whole illuftrated with an ac- 
count of the morbid appearances of difleéted bo- 
dies. Tranflated from the French by John 
Burke, M.D. 8vo, London. : 


A letter to the Mafter, Wardens, and court 
of Affiftants, of the corporation of Surgeons. 
By a member of the corporation. 8vo, London. 


Philofophicai tranfactions of the Royal Society 
of London. Vol. 67. P. 1. 4to. London. 


Flora Londinenfis, or plates and defcriptions 
of fuch plants as grow wild in the environs of 
London, with their places of growth and times 
of flowering ; their feveral names, according to 
Linnaeus, and other authors; with a particular 
defcription of each plant in Latin and Englifh. 
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To which are added, their feveral ufes in medi- 
cine, agriculture, rural oeconomy, and other 
arts. By William Curtis, demonftrator of Bo« 
tany to the company of Apothecariess Folio, 
London. | 

A compleat treatife of electricity, in theory 
and practice, with original experiments. ‘By Ti- 
berius Cavallo. $8vo, London. 

A ftrié&t and impartial inquiry into the caufe 
of the death of the late William Scawen, Efq ; 
of Woodcote Lodge in Surry. To which is ad~. 
ded, an account of accidental poifons to which 
families are expofed, with their antidotes, under 
the following general heads, viz. ftings and bites, 
vegetables, minerals, fumes, and vapours. By: 
Doctor Ingram. 8vo, London. 


Inftitutions des fourds et muetes par la voie 
des fignes methodiques ; ouvrage qui contient 
le projet d’ une langue univerfeile par |’ entre- 
mife des fignes naturels affujettis a une methode. 
12mo, Paris. 

Me:noire pour fervir au traitment d’une fivre 
epidemique, fait et imprimé par ordre de gou- 
vernment. Par M. Maret, Doétcur en medecine 


de ’ univerfite de Montpellier, &c. 8vo, Dijon. 
| Obfer- 
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- Obfervations fur la nature, les caufes, et le 
traitment de la maladie epidemique des chiens. 
Par M. Fournier, Do&teur en medecine de la fa- 
culté de Montpellier, &c. 8vo, Dijon. 


Defcriptiones animalium, avium, amphibiorum, 
pifciunr, infectorum, vermium, quae in itinere 
Orientali obfervavit Petrus Forfkaal, poft mor- 
tem autoris edidit Carften Niebuhr. 4to, Hav- 
niae. 


Flora Egyptiaco-Arabica Petri Forfkaal, edi- 
taa Carften Niebuhr. 4to, Havniae. 


—Catachifme de des accouchemens pour 
les fages-femmes de la campagne, fait par l’ordre 
et aux depens du gouvernment. Par M. Augier, 
du Fot, Doéteur en medecine, &c. 12mo, Pa- 
ris. | 

Abrégé de Vart des accouchemens a l’ufage 
des accoucheurs, des fages-femmmes, et des meres 
de famille de Montbeliard. Par M. Bardot fils, 


Doét. en med. confeiller phyficien adjoint de la 
prncipautc. 8vo, Bafle. 

Le medecin miniftre de Ja nature, ou recher- 
ches et obfervations fur le pepafme, ou coction 
patho'egiqne. Par. M. Jofeph Francois Carrere, 
Cenfeur Royal, Doéteur en medecine de Puni- 
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verfité de Montpellier; de Ia Société Royale 
des fciences de la meme ville, &c. 8vo, Paris. 

Differtationes medicaé ‘inaugurales,; ¢x 
auctoritate reverendi admodum yiri Gulielmi Ro- 
bertfon, P. Academiae Edinburgenae 
praefecti ; nec non ampliffimi fenatus academict 
confenfu, et nobiliffimae facultatis medicae de- 
creto, pro gradu doctoratus, fummifque in mie- 
dicina honoribus et privilegiis rite et legitime 
confequendis ; eruditorum examini fubjecerunt. 
Prid. Id. Septembris, 1777. 

Edvardus Stevens, A. B. ex India Occidentali. 
De Alimentorum Concoétione. 


Carolus Webfter, A.M. Britannus. De Vafo- 
rum fanguiferorum libramine. 


Francifcus Hopkins, A.B. Hibernus. De 
Schirro et Carcinomate. 


Jacobus Proffur, Hibernus. De Sanitate ad 
longevitatem tuenda. 


Alexander Bertram, Britannus. De Phreni- 
tide, 


Thomas Nayfmith, Britannus. De Rachitide. 


Henricus Hafkey, Britannus. De Ferro ejul- 
que in Morbis curandis Ufu. 


Jacobus 
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Jacobus Ford, Anglus. De Fermentatione. 

Thomas MacFarquhar, Britannus. De Typhi 
Flavi Symptomatis et Caufis. 

Columbus MacQueen, Britannus. De Muli- 
erum Sanitate tuenda. 


Thomas Cupples, Hibernus. De Hypochon- 
driafis Caufis. 
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Books. 


Cullen, W. Firft Lines of the Praltice of Phy- 
fic page 

Heyfbam, F. Differtatio de Rabie Canina 

Baldinger, FE. G. Pharmacopoeia Edinbur- 
genfis, additamentis aucta 

Pharmacopoea Suecia, cum gratia et privile- 
gioS:@ R:@ May :tis 

An account of the Tenia, or Long Tape Worm, 

and of the Method of Treating it, as prac- 
tifed at Morat in Switzerland 

Thoughts on General Gravitation, and views 
thence arifing as to the State of the Uni- 


verfe | | 


MEDICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The Hiftory of a Cafe, in which the Left Arm 
of a Child was torn off by a Miln, with- 
out any fucceeding Haemorrhage. By Mr 
James Carmichael, Surgeon at Port-Glaf- 


gow, communicated to Doctor Monro 
An 


70 


75 


79 
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43 

53 

62 


An Acccunt of the Effetts of Eleétricity in re- 
moving a fixed Contraction of the Fingers. 
By Dr Alexander Eafon of the 18th Re- 
ginient of Dragoons, communicated to Dec- 
tor Duncan page 

The Hiftory of a Convulfive Diforder treated 
by the Ufe of Flowers of Zinc. By Doc- 
tor Patrick Dugud, Phyfcian at Durham, 
communicated to Doctor Duncan 


MeEpIcaL NEws. 


Account of a Radical Cure for the Angina 
Pectoris, confirmed by the experience of Doc- 
tors Smith and Macbride of Dublin 

Opinions refpecting Offification, by 
Hunter and Mr Cruickfhank 

Account of Difpenfaries at Edinburgh, Kelfo, 
and Dundee 

Intelligence refpecting feveral new medical Pu- 
blications at Leyden 

Death of Archibald Menzies, E/q. 
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